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e KN 
a Dear Sin, 


[HA the late change which has taken place in 
l opinions and conduct, ſhould have af- 
forded matter of ſurpriſe to you and ſome other of 
my friends, is no more than I expected. But that 
you in particular ſhould expreſs ſo much concern 
on the occafion, that you ſhould even diſpute the 
- fincerity of my intentions, and attempt to intimidate 
me from purſuing the courſe I have begun, by 
painting in ſuch glaring colours the conſequences 
which you ſuppoſe likely to reſult from ſo ſud- 
den and unexpected an event, is to me likewiſe a 
ſouree of uneaſineſs. I do not underſtand why 
you ſhould be ſorrowful on an occafion which yields 
me the moſt abundant joy and ſatisfaction; yet it 
is more ſtrange that you ſhould reflect upon the ſin- 
cerity of my intentions, when at the ſame time you 
aſſure me, that I am purſuing a line of conduct 
which muſt inevitably expoſe me to the ridicule of 
a great part of my friends, and the contempt of the 
gay and faſhionable circles of ſociety. | 
To fatisfy-your doubts, to leſſen your aſtoniſh- 
ment, and to prevent the neceſſity of any future 
application to me on the ſubject, I will lay before 
| A's: you 


\ 
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Fou as briefly as 1 well can, the cauſes which have 


eontributed to effect this change, and open to yon 
the real ſtate of my mind with reſpect to matters 
which I conceive of the firſt importance to be 
believed and attended to. After which you are at 
liberty to make your own comments, and put any 
conſtructions you pleaſe on what I ſhall have of- 
fered to your conſideration. - - + - + 
You cannot have been ignorant that I was at an 
early period of my life, initiated into the firſt prin- 
. ciples of Religion; and as I was defigned for the 
Church, during the greateſt part of the time I re- 
Mained-at ſchool, I received a fuitable education. 
I devoted great part of my leiſure hours to the 
reading of religious books, and accuſtomed myſelf 
to make occafional extracts from ſuch paſſages as 
appeared moſt worthy of regard. I never neglect- 
ed my. prayers; moſt of which were of my own 
compoſition, and made it a point of reading a cer- 
tain portion of Scripture every day. By theſe 
means I acquired a habit of devotion, and of ſe- 
rious meditation, which proved a ſource of real ſa- 
tisfaction, and the exerciſe of which conftituted at 
that time one of the higheſt pleaſures I was capable 
of enjoying. By degrees however, when I came to 
mix more in ſociety, ſaw more into the manners, 
diſpoſitions, and purſuits. of mankind, and being 


KLalled to the ſtudy of a profeſſion with which I was 


ctotally unacquainted, and very different Mom that 
Which I had expected to have been brought up to, 
I became leſs fixed in my principles, and the things 
of time and ſenſe: began to engroſs a larger ſhare of 
my attention. Soon after, ſome of the writings of 
the late Dr. Jebb, Mr. Lindſay's Apology, and ſe- 
veral of Dr. Pgicftley's works upon the ſubject of 
natural and revealed Religion, were put into my 
hands“ The reaſoning contained in theſe books 
ſeemed ſo plauſible, and even convincing, to my 


mind, that I found no difficulty in rejecting * ſe 
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and unreaſonable, many of thoſe opinions which 1 
| had hitherto held ſacred; I even ridiculed the doc- 
trines of original fin, the atonement, and juſtifica- 
tion by faith, with many others. In ſhort, I be- 
came a perfect Socinian. As ſuch I could no longer 
in conſcience join with the ſervice of the Church ; 
and prudential motives preventing me from attend- 
ing the Unitarian Chapel, I went to no place of 
public worſhip at all. = 
I had not long adopted theſe principles, before 
an opportunity occurred to me of reading Helve- 
tius, and a few of the deiftical writings of Voltaire. 
Theſe, together with the converſation of ſome indi- 
viduals of a fimilar perſuaſion, preſently wrought in 
me another change. I rejected now the authority 
of the Scriptures entirely, looked upon every at- 
tempt to eſtabliſh a revelation as an impofition on 
the credulity of mankind, and no ſooner. ſaw my- 
ſelf freed from the ſhackles of Chriſtianity, than 1 
vainly applauded my courage, in having at length 
ſhaken off the prejudices of education, and tri- 
umphed in my own ſuperior diſcernment, and what 
I thought were more juſt and rational views of na- 
ture. I continued in this ſtate of mind for ſome 
years, when one day I accidentally took up a book 
publiſhed. by the celebrated Neckar on the Impor- 
tance of Religious Opinions. The high repute in 
which this author was held both at home and abroad, 
as Prime Miniſter and as a Statefman; induced me 
to give it a peruſal. I ſoon perceived the ſuperior 
elegance of ſtile, and the ſpirit and energy with 
which it was written, The candour and liberality 
of ſentiment which ran through the whole of it, 
recommended it ſtrongly to my moſt ſerious atten- 
tion. On reflection, I began to ſee this errors I had 
been led into; his arguments convinced me of the 
' beneficial influence of religion on our happineſs, _ 
and on our conduct, and of its indifpenfible con- 
nection with public order and ſecurity. But then, 
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though my mind was convinced of the truth of 
theſe principles, yet I wanted power and reſolution 


to reduce them to practice. I wanted an adequate 


motive to produce the effect. The efforts of un- 
aſſiſted reaſon I knew were ineffectual, the paſſions 
were ſtrong, the temptations to indulge them nu- 
merous and enticing. Even the conſtant avocations 


of bufineſs co-operated to divert my thoughts into 


other channels: thus however good my inclina- 
tions might have been, the voice of conſcience 
was ſtifled, and I once more relapſed into a- ſtate 
of indifference, and lived as without God in the 
world. — 8 TW 

The laſt March, reading, as was my cuſtom, the 
Analytical Review, my attention was directed to 
the character of a book, of which the moſt honour- 
able mention was made; and the extracts there 


quoted, and which I peruſed with ſeriouſneſs, im- 


33 me with an idea of its extraordinary merit. 
immediately ordered the Work, which was PA- 
LEY'S EVIDENCES OF CHRISTIANITY; and though 
I preſently procured it, yet, from one cauſe or 
another, it lay by me ſome time unopened, from 
that time till the beginning of September. During 
the preceding month, I had had ſeveral converſa- 
tions with ſome friends on the ſubje& of religion 
in general; the exerciſes of my profeſſional duties 
afforded me an opportunity of aſſociating a good 
deal with people among the Methodiſts, who were 


kind and free enough to communicate to me their 
ſentiments on matters of this nature. I began to 


think they were more comfortable and happy under 
the influence of their opinions than I was under the 
influence of mine, that their life was checquered 
with fewer eyils, and their conduct throughout more 
conſiſtent with reaſon and virtue. I even envied 
them their lot, and lamented my own inability to 


A adopt their perſuaſions. It was in vain that they 
_ talked to me of the comfortable affurances of the 
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Holy Spirit, of the willingneſs of God to receiv 
finners, and to anſwer the petitions of thoſe who 
come in his Son's Name: it was to little purpoſe 
that they endeavoured to impreſs on my mind the 
efficacy of divine grace, or the exeellence of the 
Chriſtian morality, when I denied the authority of 
the records themſelves from whence theſe doctrines 
are derived | reaſoned however thus with myſelf. 
The ſcheme of chriſtianity involves a ſubje& of 
importance, it is either true or falſe. A candid en- 
quiry into its evidences is the moſt likely way of 
deciding the queſtion. I have hitherto judged it 
falſe : but on. what grounds? Have I conſidered 
attentively the nature and number of its evidences? 
I am ſenſible I have not, I have taken a partial and 
fuperficial view of the ſubject, and from a know- 
ledge of this part I have condemned the whole; in 
other words, becauſe I could not reconcile certain 
parts to my own reaſon, becauſe I could not reduce 
them to a level with my own underſtanding, and 
make them accord with my ideas of the goodneſs * 
and wiſdom of God, I have had the audacity to re- 
ject the whole ſyſtem as ſpurious. But ſurely this 

ind of reaſoning founded on fo imperfe& an ac- 
quaintance with the ſubject itſelf, muſt be altogether 
unſatisfaQtory and inconcluſive, even when applied 
to matters of inferior moment. So that in the pre- 
fent inſtance, I muſt confeſs, I have formed a hafty 
and premature opinion; and the moſt probable ſ 
poſition is, that J muſt be miſtaken. I will there- 
fore re-examine the ſubject; and as, perhaps, both 
my preſent and future happineſs are intereſted in 
the deciſion, it can be eſteemed no loſs of time to 
apply diligently to the work in hand. I recollected 
1 had by me the Evidences of Chriſtzanity-mentioned 
above. | 

I delayed not a moment, I read, I ſtudied, I re- 
flected, I peruſed the two volumes twice over in a 
ſhort time. I have reaſon to bleſs the hour ra 5 
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I firſt took them up. A new light of evidence 
dawned upon my mind; a vaſt and unexplored field 
of argument pretented itſelf ro my view; IL faw 
the narrowneſs of the huraan intellect, the futility 
of my former reaſonings, the abſurdity of my fan- 
cied objections, and the ignorance upon which they 
were founded ; and it pleafed the Almighty God to 
make that book inſtrumental in reſtoring me to a 
ſenſe of duty, in inſpiring me with new. and purer 
ſentiments of Religion, and in eſtabliſhing my faith 
on a foundation which ſhall not be ſhaken, and 
againſt which, I am well perſuaded, the gates of 
hell ſhall never be able to prevail. | 
Having therefore ſatisfied myſelf of the authenti- 
city and divine authority of the HoLy Sc ir- 
TURES, and of the truth of the doctrines contained 
in them, my next buſineſs ſeemed to be, to ſtudy 
atrentively and methodically the New Teſtament, 
as being that portion of Scripture moſt material for 
us, as Chriſtians, to knew and underſtand ; and 
afterwards to read the Prophets, whoſe writings bear 
 _ a cloſer connection with, and more frequent allu- 
| fions to Chriſt and the object of his miſſion, than 
any of the other books of the Old Teſtament. This 
being done, taking care at the ſame time to offer 
up fervent petitions to the Throne of Grace, that 
op would grant me the aſſiſtanee of his Hey 
Spirit, to fit my mind for the reception of revealed 
f truth; I then thought it my duty to confider as im- 
þ partially as I could, the particular nature and de- 
| * ſign, of thoſe doctrines of which the Bible gives 
| an account : By this means I might be able to 
compare them with the avowed tenets and opinions 
df different ſects of Chriſtians amongſt us, being 
* reſolved to unite myſelf with that ſect, whoſe 
mode of faith and conduct ſhould appear to me the 
moſt conformable to the general tenor of the Goſ- 
pel diſpenſation. 55 | | 
© + Aſter mature deliberation, and I may truly ſay, 
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-unawed by fear of what I might loſe, and uninflu- 
enced by the hope of worldly gain, I embrace Me- 
thodiſm. The reaſon whith determined me, you 
will ſee explained in the two following letters. 


In the mean time reſt aſſured that I ſhall never 


ceaſe to reſpe& the church as eſtabliſhed by, law, 
pray for its proſperity, and partake gladly as occa- 
ſion offers in its ordinances. May the God of hea- 
ven and earth enlighten with his wiſdom the King 
of theſe Realms; and may vital religion, ſolid li- 
berty, public order, and inflexible loyalty reign 18 
every heart, and animate every foul. 4 ü 
| I am, your fincere friend, | 
| DisxEY ALEXANDER. 


L r TTT 
Dear Sir, WP KN 


I Am aware that all the different ſe@s_into which 
. Chriſtianity is divided, profeſs to derive «heir 


reſpective tenets from the Scriptures, and appeal to 


theſe alone for the proof of the doctrines they ad- 


vance. But this diverſity of opinions is eaſily ac- 


counted for, if we conſider the numerous preju- 
dices we neceſſarily imbibe in our younger years, 
and from which men of the moſt liberal education 
and enlightened underſtanding are not exempt. We 
form our ideas of things before we are capable of 


D 


Jjudging of the truth, or propriety of them; and 


this prepoſſeſſion is apt to contract our minds, darken © 


our underſtandings, and is often ſo fixed and rĩvet- 
ted as to withſtand the cleareſt evidence. oo” 


Moreover, worldly intereſt often interpoſes its | | 


baneful influence, and. ſooner than refign any of 


_ thoſe alluring proſpects it flatters us with, we wik 


fully ſhut our eyes againſt the light, refuſing to lifſ- 
ten to the voice of the charmer, charm he never ſo 


wiſely. Others, again, aQuated by pure . 


. 
. 


ſearching and examining the holy 
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but erring from an incorrect and premature judg- 
ment, make up their minds upon the ſubject, with- 
out having ſtudied ſufficiently the records from 
whence they deduce their principles; in ether 
words, from a partial information, they draw a ge- 
meral coneluſion. Some may de deterred by a ſenſe 
of ſhame and dread of ridicule, from giving ſo 
much of their time and attention to matters of this 
kind, as to enable them to form a right judgment; 
and having already buſineſs enough to engage their 
thoughts, are glad of the opportunity of ſheltering 
themſelves under the ſhadow of that religion, 
whatever it may be, which their fathers profeſſed 
before them, and in which they themſelves were 
educated, and to take no farther pains or concern 
about it. He 18 
It appears to me, that it is the indiſpenſible duty 
of all: thoſe who have ability and opportunity of 
1 to 
read and think for themſelves. They ought by no 
means to reſt content with building their faith.upon 


the opinions of others, but are bound to inveſtigate 


its evidences, and after having proved all things, 
then to hold faſt that which is good. Being once 


fully. ſatisfied of the authenticity of the goſpel hiſ - 


cory, they ſhould ſtudy with diligence the Bible; 
and at firſt, the Bible only, that their minds might 
not be warped-by any comments or explanations 
which other authors have given, and which. might 
be apt to bias their judgment, and: preclude the ne- 
ecflity of their own more ſedulous exertions. This 
plan of ſtudy ſhould be accompanied with frequent 
and fervent prayers to the Almighty, that he would 
be pleaſed to vouchſafe his Holy Spirit to direct 
their enquiries, and to lead them in the. Way of 
Truth. : Ee e * e 

- Whoever begins and perſeveres in a plan of this 
kind, actuated by a fincere love of God and an 
earneſt" longing after truth, will, I POET + be 

. ; | ure 
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fare of ſucceeding in his labours; and whatever 
ſyſtem of opinions he may ultimately form, how- 
ever he may deviate in ſome particular point from 
many of his brethren, ſuch a man, I have no ſcru- 
ple in believing, will find favour and 9 
with his God, and prove himſelf by his life and 
2 a zealous and faithful diſeiple of Jeſus. 
iſt. | | bet 
Having premiſed thus much, I ſhall proceed ta 


the main object of my letter, and give you my 


reaſons, in an open and unequivocal manner, for 
entering into the Methodiſt connection. 
I would firſt direct your attention to a few of 
the moſt important doctrines taught by the Me- 
thodiſts. | 5 
Theſe are, original fin, the atonement, juſtifica- 
tion by faith, and the new birth. By the firſt of . 
theſe we are inſtructed to believe that man was ere. 
ated in the image of God; upright, happy, and not 
ſubje& to death. That he was endowed with the 
means of grace to continue in this ſtate, -ſo long aa 
he loved God, and perſevered in his duty ; but that 
at the ſame time, he had the liberty of chuſing ei- 


ther good or evil. A bleſſing and a curſe were ſet 


before him; he knew the conditions on which he 
enjoyed the former, he was informed of the inevi- 
table certainty of the latter, if he deviated from 
the path of virtue. TANG 

ielding however to the ſuggeſtions and artifices 
of Satan, unmindful of the mercies he had receiv- 
ed, and aſpiring after new ſourees of happineſs, 
he in time became corrupt, and his affections were 
alienated from the true God, He diſobeyed the ex- 
preſs Command of his Creator, and in conſequence, 
fin, miſery, and death, were introduced into the 


world. For not only Adam by theſe means for- 


feited the Divine favour, but his poſterity likewiſe 
were neceſſarily implicated in his guilt. All men 
In all nations, from that time to the preſent, are 


* 
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born finners ; and as long as they remain ſuch aft 
under the condemnation of God's law. 


Let us fee firſt, how this doctrine agrees with 
what the Seriptures have made known to us. And 
bere I obſerve, it is not a ſolitary text ſcattered 
here and there, in which we find this melancholy 


* 


truth confirmed; nor is it expreſſed in metaphorical 
or obſcure language: it is afferted almoſt in every 


book, and in the moſt poſitive terms which language 


| - would admit; it is alluded to, either directly or in- 


directly, throughout the whole ſubſtance of both 


the Old and New Teſtament; and it evidently 
conſtitutes the baſis or foundation of moſt of the 


other doctrines of the Bible. The following quo- 


rations will, I apprehend, prove the truth of what 
7. been advancec. 

Tbat man was originally formed upright and 
happy, is evident from the account given of the 


Creation in the firſt chapter of Geneſis. And 


God ſaid, Let us make man in our on image, af- 


ter our own likeneſs: and let him have dominion 


over the fiſh of the ſea, and over the fowls of the 


| air, and over the cattle, and over all the earth, and 


over every- creeping thing that creepeth upon the 
earth. So God created man in his own image, in 


the image of God created he him: male and female 


created he them. And God bleſſed them, and God 


ſaid unto them, Be fruitful and multiply, and re- 


| pleniſh the earth, and ſubdue it: and have domi- 
nion over the fiſh of the ſea, and over the fowl of 


the air, and over every living thing that moveth 
upon the earth,” Gen. i. 26-28. 
And in the laſt verſe of the ſame chapter we 


read, that © God ſaw every thing that he had made, 


and behold it was very good.” In the Pſalms we 
read, that God made man a little lower than the 
angels, and crowned him with glory and honour. 
Thou madeſt him to have dominion over the works 
of thy hands ; and _ put all things under his 


: _ =_—_ Plalm viii. 5, 6. | We 
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We find, however, that Adam ſoon deviated 
from his original righteouſneſs, and that the world 
thro' him became corrupt, Gen. iii. 619. And 
when the woman ſaw that the tree was good for 
food, and that it was pleaſant to the eye, and a tree 
to be deſired to make one wiſe; ſhe took of the 
fruit thereof, and did eat, and gave alſo unto her 
huſband with her, and he did eat. And they heard 
the voice of the Lord Gop walking in the garden 
in the cool of the day; and Adam and his wife hid 
themſelves from the preſence of the Loxp Gon 
amongſt the trees of the garden. And the Lorp 
Gop called unto Adam, and ſaid unto him, 
Where art thou? And he faid, I heard thy voice 
in the garden: and I was afraid; becauſe I was 
naked: and I hid myſelf. And he faid, Who told 
thee that thou was naked? Haſt thou eaten of the 
tree, whereof I commanded thee, that thou ſnouldſt 
not eat? And the man ſaid, The woman whom 
thou gaveſt to be with me, ſhe gave me of the tree, 
and II did eat. And the Logp Gon faid unto the 
woman, What is this that thou haſt done? And 
the woman ſaid, The ſerpent hath beguiled me, and 
I did eat. Unto the woman he ſaid, I will greatly 
multiply thy ſorrow and thy conception ; in ſorrow 
thou ſhalt bring forth children; and thy defire ſhall 
be to thy huſband, and he ſhall rule over thee, 
And unto Adam he ſaid, Becauſe thou haſt heark» 
ened unto the voice of thy wife, and haſt eaten of 
the tree, of which I commanded thee ſaying, Thou 
ſhall not eat of it: curſed is the ground for thy 
fake: in ſorrow ſhalt thou eat of it all the days of 
thy life. "Thorns alſo and Thiſtles ſhall it bring 
forth to thee ; and thou ſhalt eat the herb of the 
field, in the ſweat of thy brow ſhalt thou eat bread, 
till thou return unto the ground : for out of it waſt 
thou taken; for duſt thou art, and unto duſt ſhalt 
thou return.“ | 
Genefis vi. 5. we read that “God ſaw that the 
wickedneſs of man was great in the earth, and that 
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every imagination of the thoughts of his heart was 
only evil continually.” Verſe 12, we are told that 
« God looked upon the earth, and behold, it was 
corrupt: for all fleſh had corrupted his way upon 
the earth.” We are told, that “ The children of 
men are corrupt ;—they have done abominable 
works; that there is none that doeth good :—that 
they are all gone aſide ; they are altogether filthy; 
that if we ſay we have no fin, we deceive our- 
\ ſelves; — that there is no man that ſinneth not.“ 
The Scripture hath concluded all men under fin, 
« that every mouth may be ſtopped, and all the 
world become guilty before God.” We read, that 
© « man drinketh in iniquity like water ;—that in us 
dwelleth no good thing.” It was this conſciouſneſs 
of the depravity of out nature that made the Pſalm- 
' Iſt ery out, „ was ſhapen in iniquity, and in fin 
did my mother conceive me,“ Pſalm li. 5. It was 
this that cauſed Iſaiah to exclaim, “All we like 
: ſheep have gone aſtray; — we are all as an unclean 
thing, and our righteouſneſs are as filthy rags,” Ifa, 
Hit: and liv. Jeremiah ſays, © The heart is deceit- 
ful above all things, and deſperately wicked.“ 
The Apoſtle Paul, addreſſing himſelf t6 the Ro- 
mans, declares, that the carnal mind is not only 
averſe to what is good, and prone to what is evil 
but is at enmity with God: and in the 7th chapter 
of his epiſtle to the Romans has theſe worde, „1 
know that in me, (that is, in my fleſn) dwelleth no 
good thing; for to will is preſent with me, but how 
to perform that which is good, I find not. For the 
good that I would, I do not; but the evil which I 
Would not, that I do. Now if I do that I would 
not, it is no more I that do it, but fin that dwelleth 
in me. TI find then a law, that when I would do 
good, evil is preſent with me, ver. 18—21. ** Out 
of the heart, (St. Matthew tells us,) proceed evil 
thoughts, murders, adulteries, fornications, thefts, 
falſe witneſs, blaſphemies,” xv. 19. | | 
But not only are we ſinners, but as ſuch my un- 
8 6 er 
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der ſentence of condemnation. *4* The ſoul that. 


ſinneth it ſhall die,” ſaith the Lord: and“ the wa- 
ges of ſin is death, Rom. vi. 23. Sin made Cain 


_ cry out his puniſhment was greater than he could 


bear, Gen. iv. The wrath of God is revealed- 
from heaven againſt all ungodlineſs and unrigi:teoul- 
neſs. of men, Rom. i. 18, © Indigoation and 
wzath, tribulation and anguiſh, ſhall be upon every. 
ſoul of man that doeth evil, Rom. xi. 9. By 
one man ſin entered, and death by ſin, Rom. v. 
12. Speaking of the wicked, St. Paul ſays, “de- 
ſtruction and miſery are in their ways,“ Rom. iii. 
16. In St. Matthew's Goſpel, we read, that 


The Son of Man ſhall ſend forth his angels, and 


they ſhall gather out of his kingdom all things that 
offend, and them which do iniquity ;.and ſhall caſt, 


them into a furnace of fire: where ſhall be wailing 


and-gnaſhing of teeth,” xiii. 41, a2 

Nor does our Lord, who is the fountain and pat- 
tern 'of true charity, ſpeak a different language, 
He bids us, „ fear him, who is able to deſtroy 
both ſoul and body in hell,” Luke xii. 5. + He ſo- 


lemnly charges us to oppoſe corrupt nature with the 


utmoſt reſolution, leſt we be caſt into hell, where 
the Worm dieth not, and the fire is not quenched,” 
Mark ix. 43. With tenderneſs he informs. us, that 
«« whoſoever ſhall ſay to his brother, Thou fool 
ſhall be in danger of hell fire“ That not only + - 
the wicked, but „the unprofitable ſetvant ſhall be 

caſt-into outer darkneſs; where ſhall be wailing and 
gnaſhing of teeth: And that he himſelf far from 


conniving at fin, will fix the doom of all impeni- 


tent ſinners, by this dreadful ſentence: << Depart 
from me, ye curſed, into everlaſting fire; prepared 
for the devil and his angels, Matt. xxv. 41. 

Nov, ſuppoling that we had no other foundation 


Whatever for our belief of Original Sin, I appre- 


hend ve haye here before us proof ſufficient to con- 

vince even ineredulity itſelf. But theſe are only. a 

very ſmall number of texts compared with thoſe - 
$3542 | B 2 which 
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which might be adduced: Allowing alſo that this 
doctrine were not only above the reach of our rea- 
fon, but abſolutely contrary to it in every ſenſe, it 
would not appear to me in the leaſt to invalidate the 
frength of the evidence above ſtated. For human 
reaſon is fallible; God's word is truth; and if a 
perſon were to object to me, that he could not be- 
lieve in the doctrine of Original Sin, becauſe he 
could not reconcile it to reaſon, I might anſwer, 
That this is the very cauſe why it is moſt likely to 
be true, for had the knowledge of it been attain- 
able by reaſon alone, there would have been leſs 
neceflity for God to have revealed it. a; 
But reaſon and common obſervation will, if poſ- 
ſible, afford us ſtill further confirmation of the truth 
of this doctrine. God is a being of infinite juſtice, 
wiſdom, power, and goodneſs He cannot there- 
fore be the author of any thing abſolutely evil. 
Now a great deal both of moral and phyſical evil 
exiſts in the world: It cannot then proceed from 
Moreover, God has denounced a curſe upon 
ſinners ; God therefore cannot be the author of ſin, 
becauſe he would not curſe the work-of his own 
hands. We muſt look then for the origin of ſin, 
in man's abuſe of the gift of Free-wil}, which he 13 
was endowed with by the Creator. If we attend to 
the natural operation of our minds, we ſhall per- 
ceive that inclination generally prevails over duty, 
and that in our dealings with one another we are 
more frequently prompted by n, than govern= 
ed by reaſon. On reviewing the ſcenes of paſt life, 
and bringing back to our recollection the days that 
are gone, we canndt but lament, to what little pur- 
poſe we have lived; how much time has been 
ſquandered away in the purſuit of vanity and folly, 
how many opportunities of doing good we have 
neglected; and that we ſhould have ſo ſhamefully” 
abuſed the talents God had given us to be employed 
in his glory, and the working out our own ſalvation. 
Neither ſhould we be ſurpriſed at the unhappy” 
22145 conſequences 
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conſequences of ſuch a conduct. On the contrary, 
we might naturally expect diſappointment, diſguſt, 
and remorſe, to be our portion. The ex pc rienee 
of all ages has 'ſhewn, that vice and miſery are in- 
ſeparably connected, and that in proportion as a 
man deviates from the path of virtue, ſo, in general, 
be becomes unhappy. This unhappineſs is not con- 
fined to the ſtate of his mind, independent of other 
- contingent circumſtances. But he finds in a varict 
of inſtances, his favourite ſchemes fruſtrated, his 
bricktefi proſpects clouded. Excluſive of that dif 
quiet of mind which is the invariable attendant of 
a guilty conſcience, he ſees that he has been all the 
time purſuing a ſhadow, and at the very moment 
when he flatters himſelf with the hope of attainir 
his object, and being happy in the poſſeſſion of it, 
it eludes his graſp, and leaves him nothing but 
vexation and. repentance. Nay, how often is. even 
health ſacrificed to the ſordid views of intereſt ; 
how often do we accumulate diſeaſe, and haſten the 
approach of death itſelf, by the intemperate indul- 

ence of our paſſions! How frequently does our 
miſeonduct not only involve ourſelves, but our fa- 
milies and our friends, in one common ruin! B 
this animoſities are engendered, the ties of affection 
broken; malice, envy, and all the diabolical paſ- 
fions which torment the human breaſt, ſpring, up 
in their room. The world indeed at large, pre- 
ſents a vaſt ſcene of wretchedneſs and woe, which 
could only have ariſen from the innate depravity of 
our nature, and the juſt vengeance. of Almighty 
Gop, which our fins had excited againſt us. 
What a terrible ſtate.then arc we in by nature! 
But how inconceivably more dreadful it would have 
been, had we been left in this ſtate without hope, 
without a refuge, and without a remecy! Blened 
be God, this is not our caſe: Which leads me to 
the conſideration of the ſecond doctrine I mention- 
ed, viz. of the Atonement. ._ | WER 
| 3 Fin 
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Max having broken God's law, and in conſe- 
quence incurred the divine diſpleaſure, muſt have 
been for ever at enmity with God, and the child 
of wrath, had not conciliatory means been adopted, 
and a ſacrifice made to avert the judgments of an 
offended Deity. No leſs a ſacrifice than that made 
by the Son of God himſelf, could be effectual to 
this purpoſe. Nothing leſs than the manifeſtation 
of Chriſt in the fleſh, and his dying the moſt igno- 
minious of deaths, could reconcile God to man. 
Chriſt who was the LORD OVER ALL, and co- 
eternal with the Father, left the manſions of glory, 
came down upon earth, aſſumed the image of man, 
bore our infirmities, and tho' without fin, offered 
Himſelf up as a ſatisfaction for the fins of the 

whole world. He died that we might live; by his 
blood he has atoned for our ſins, and thro' his righte- 
duſneſs we may become heirs of ſalvation. 
Now the juſtice of God requires the puniſhment 
of evil doers: For tho! by repentance we might 

forſake ſin, and lead upright lives in future, till 
this is no compenſation for the crimes already com- 
mitted. Theſe at leaſt would riſe up in judgment 
againſt us. Beſides, God's law is ſo holy and per- 
fect, that, he that offends but in one point is 
guilty of all:” And in another place we read, 
that “ Curſed is every one who continueth not in 
all things which are written in the book of the 
Law, to do them.“ So that even could our refor- 
mation atone for the evil of a paſt life, we ſhould 
Kill from the depravity of our nature, fail of at- 
taining that perfection which God's law requires, to 
Tender us juſtified in his ſght. | 

Jefus Chriſt, ia giving himſelf up as an atone- 
ment for the tranſgreſſions of the world, performed 
the whole law; He came not, (we are told,) to 
geſtroy.the law or the Prophets, but to 1 aq them,” 

3 . att. v. 
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Matt. v. „18. He was made under the law, to 
redeem thoſe that were under the law, and he hath; 
as became him, fulfilled all Righteouſneſs. He is 
called in Scripture, the Laus or GOD, which 
taketh away the fins of the world; a Lamb with« 
out blemiſh and without ſpot. He who knew no 
fin, was made a fin-offering for us, that we mi 
be made the righteous people of God thro' him.“ 
But not only this, but . Chriſt died for our ſins; 
he roſe again for our juſtification ; and is now in- 
terceding for us at the.right-hand of God the Fa- 
ther.“ We are bought (ſays St. Paul,) with a 
price,“ 1 Cor. v. 7. © He gave himſelf a ranſom 
for ALL,” 1 Tim. ii. 65. He became obedient 
unto death, even the death of the croſs,” Phil. ii, 
8. Hereby we perceive the Love of God, be- 
cauſe he laid down his life for us,” 1 John iii. 16; 
% When we were yet without ſtrength in due 
time, Chriſt died for the ungodly. While we were 
yet finners, he died for us, that he might deliver 
us from this preſent evil World.” © Chrift hath 
ſuffered for fins, the juſt for the unjuſt, that he 
might. bring us to God. Surely, he hath borne our 
griefs, and carried away our forrows. He was 
wounded for our tranſgreſſions, he was bruiſed for 
our iniquities, that by his ſtripes we might be healed. 
Who, his own ſelf, bare our fins in his own body, 
on the tree, that we being dead to fin, ſhould live 
unto Tighteouſneſs.” “ The Lord hath laid on 
him the iniquity of us ALL.” Chriſt hath redeem- 
ed us from the curſe of the Law, being made a curſe 
for us, that he might reconcile us unto God by the 
croſs.” He hath waſhed us from our fins in his 
own blood. He gave himſelf for us, that he might 
- redeem us from all iniquity, and purify to himſelf 
a peculiar people, zealous of good works, He is 
the propitiation for the fins of the WHOLE world. 
He dicd for all, that they, which live, ſhould not 
henceſorth live unto themſelves, but unto him t 
died for them. He hath redeemed us unto g | 
| * 
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by. his blood, out of every kindred, and tongue, 
and people, and nation. enn — nb 
(#/ This. Ixsus, being the Captain of our Salvation, 


and having taſted Death for every man, was made 


perfect this ſufferings; that, thro', Death, he 
might deſtroy him that had the power of Death, 
tliat is, the Devil; and deliver them, who, thro' 
fear of Death, were all their life-time ſubject to 
bondage. He laid down his life, of himſelf, 
and no man took it from him. And hereby per- 
ceive we the love of God, becauſe he laid down 
his Liſe for us.“ wind ws e a 
TIT TS | » £4 +2 . | MY 
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The ſame Chriſt, who died for our ſins, was 
buried, and roſe again the third day, according to 
the Scriptures; being put to death in the fleſh, but 
quickened in the Spirit.“ God raiſed him up, 
and ſhewed him openly unto Witneſſes choſen be- 
fore of God, who ſaid none other things, than 
thoſe which the Prophets and Moſes did ſay, ſhould 
ome, that Chriſt ſhould ſuffer, and that he ſhould 
be the firſt that ſhould riſe from the dead.” « As 
he had power to lay down his own life; ſo he had 
power to take it up again.“ *« Chriſt being raiſed 
from the dead, dieth no more; Death hath no 
more dominion over him.” If Chriſt be not 
riſen, then is there no reſurrection of the dead; 
then is the preaching of the Apoſtles vain, and 
our Faith is vain; we are yet in our Sins; But 
now is Chriſt riſen from the dead, that we alſo 
ſhould walk in newneſs of life,” For that he 
died, he died unto ſin once; but, in that he liveth, 
he liveth unto God. Likewiſe, let us reckon our- 
ſelves alſo to be dead unto ſin, but alive unto God, 
thro' Jeſus Chriſt our Lord.“ | 5 


- - Cnr1srT liveth to make INTERCESSION for us. 


4 40 He being received up into glory, and et at the 
Righu-Hand of God, in heavenly places, maketh 


interceſſion 
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interceſſion for us.. He bare the fin of many, 
and maketh interceſſion for the tranſgreſſors. «« it 
any man fin, we have an Advocate with the Father, 
Jeſus' Chriſt the Righteous :' who, being made an 
High Prieſt for ever, and having an unchangeable 
Prieſthood, is able to ſave them to the uttermoſt, 
that come unto God by him, ſeeing he ever liveth 
to make interceſſion for them.” Their Redeemer 
is ſtrong ; he ſhall thoroughly plead their cauſe.” 
"We hereby underſtand how Chriſt may be ſaid 
to atone for the fins of the world. 1 


1. He performed the whole law. a2dly. He died 
for our once 3. He roſe again for our juſtifi- 
cation. 4. He now liveth to make een for 
us at the right hand of God: ſo that although 
is Adam all died, in Chriſt ſhall all be made 
alive. | 4 

But then ſomething is requiſite on our parts to 
render Chtiſt's Atonement effeQual to our Salva- 
This leads me, in the third place, to the doctrine 
of Juſtification by Faith. Under this head, let us 
confider, firſt, what kind of faith that is by which, 
we are juſtified : Secondly, how it is to be obtain- 
ed: Thirdly, what is the nature of that juſtifica- 


. 


tion which is wrought for us by faith. F 
1, It js not a verbal, or outward profeſſion of. 
belief, which can juſtify us in the fight of God. 
Neither is it ſufficient that we believe that God is, 
infinitely. good, juſt, wiſe, and powerful. The 
Deyils believe this and tremble. When we ſpeak 
of theſe attributes of the Deity, we muſt refer tbem. 
to ſome object. When we adore him for his juſtices; 
we muſt bear in our minds, at the-ſame time, that 
we had juſtly merited his avenging rod, by our 
wilful diſobedience of his laws: And when we 
my — 2 his goodneſs, we ſhould recollect, 
gratefully acknowledge, his-unſpeakable love 
in ſending his Son to ſuffer in our Lead, and ac- 


cepting 


a for Mxrhonisx. ; 
cepting his mediation as an n bote e An 
of the world. 7 * : 

Again, it is not enough that we believe this i in 

our hearts; we muſt prove the reality of our faith 
by our conduct. The tree, we are told, is known 

"it by its fruits, Matt. vii, 20. „ Faith without works 
is dead, Jam. ii. 17. It is to no purpoſe, that 

1 we name the Name of Chriſt, t we depart. 
from all iniquity, 1 Tim. ii. 19. 

What doth it profit (ſays St. James) though a 
man ſay he hath faith, and hath not works? Was 
not Abraham our father juſtified by works, when 
he had offered Iſaac his ſon, n the altar. Seeſt 
thou how faith wrought with his works, and by 
works was faith made perfect? For as the body 
without the ſpirit is dead, ſo faith without Works is 
dead alſo, James ii. 14, 21, 26. By ! this all 
all men know that ye are my diſciples, i if ye have 

love one for another; If ye love me, fays our 
Saviour, keep my commandments,” John xiv. *, 7 
In triQnels, neither our Faith nor our, W 
juſtify us. But God himſelf juſtifies. as, of his 
down mercy, through the merits of his Son only. 
Nevertheleſs, becauſe by faith we embrace the pro- 
miſe of God's mercy, ànd of the remiſſion of our 
fins, therefore the an ſays, that faith does 
juſtify : yea, faith without works. And becauſe 
we receive faith, thro' the merits of Chriſt, and 
not thro' the merit of any virtue we have, or work 
we do; therefore, in that reſpect, we renounee, as 
ir were, again, Faith, Works, and all other vir- 
tues- For our corruption through original ſin is 
ſo great, that all our faith, charity, Words, and 
works, cannot merit or deſerve any part of our 
aſtification for us. And therefore we thus ſpeak, 
umbling ourſelves before God, and Living hriſt 
all the glory of our Juſtification. 299 9 In 
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Secondly, How is this faith to be obtained ?* We 


muſt remember that faith is the gift of God, Eph. 


ii. 8. It is not requiſite that we ſhould be ſeholars, 
poſſeſſed of great abilities, natural or acquired, or 
previouſly acquainted with all the external evidences 
of Chriſtianity, to enable us to receive it. By no 
means. The moſt likely method is, by prayer and 
ſupplication ; by diveſting ourſelves of worldly wiſ- 
dom, and having i in our minds a firm perſuaſion that 
we ſhall obtain our requeſts. God will be intreat- 
ed; and the encouragements for ſinners to eome to 
him are numerous, and inviting “ Come unto me, 


all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will 


give you reſt,” Matt. xi. 28. For every one that 
aſketh receiveth, and he that ſeeketh findeth ; and 
to him that knocketh it ſhall be opened. If a fon 
ſhall aſk bread of any of you that is a father, will 
he give him a ſtone? or it he aſk a fiſh, will he for 
a fiſh give him a ſerpent? If ye then, being evil, 
know how to give good gifts to your children; how 
much more ſhall your heavenly. Father give the 
Holy Spirit to them that aſk him ?” Luke xi. 10, 
It. © Verily, verily, I ſay unto you, whatſoever 
5 ſhall aſk the Father in my name, he will give it 

- Hitherto have ye aſked nothing in my name: 
aſk, and ye ſhall receive that youu Joy _ be ut” 
John «v1. 23, 24. 

We muſt diveſt vielolves of worldly wiſdom, 
This has a tendeney to raiſe us in our own eſtima- 
tion, to make us vain of our on abilities, and con- 
fident in our own ſtrength. As ſuch it is a great 


hindrance to our juſtification by faith. Profeſ- 


fing ourſelves to be wiſe, we become fools,” Rom. 


i. 224 * Por it is written, I will deftroy the wiſdom 


of the wiſe, and I will bring to nothing the under- 
ſtanding of the prudent,” 1 Cor. i. 19. The 


world, (we are informed,) by wiſdom knew not 
God, ver 21. But God hath choſen the fooliſh 


things of the world to eonfound the wiſe; and the 


that are mighty, ver. 27. 


weuk things of this world to confound the 4 3 
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We are commanded to become as little children, 
Matt. xviii. ; | * Whoſoever ſhall not receive the 
kingdom of God as a little child, he ſhall not enter 
Ahbeein, Mak a. 6 
And Chriſt himſelf thanked the Father that he 
had hidden theſe things from the wiſe and prudent, 
and revealed them unto, babes, Matt. xi. 25. 
We muſt likewiſe have in our minds a firm per- 
ſuaſion that God is able and willing to grant us our 
requeſt. If we attend to the circumſtances, which 
gave occaſion to- muſt of our Saviour's miracles, 
we ſhall find, that the greateſt inducement. with 
him to exert this ſupernatural agency, was, when 
-he perceived that the perſon brought before him, 
had full confidence that he ſhould receive what he 
wanted. Hence the expreſſions, «© Thy faith hath 
faved thee. Faith hath made the whole. O wo- 
man, great is thy faith. According to your faith 
be it unto you.“ Hence we are affured alſo, that 
all things whatſoever we aſk in prayer, believing, 
we ſhall receive, Matt. xxi. 22. Wherever our 
Lord-found this faith wanting, he declared he could 
.do little for them. 5 | 
- Thirdly. What is the nature of that juſtifica- 
tion, which is wrought for us by faith? In the 
firſt place then, we are juſtified from the guilt of 
our paſt fins. «© Through his name, whoſoever be- 
Jieveth- in him, ſhall receive remiſſion of fins,” 
Adds x. 43. « Jeſus ſeeing their faith ſaid unto the 
ſick of the palſy, Son, be of good cheer ; thy fins 
be forgiven thee,” Matt. ix. 2. And when he 
ſaw their faith, he faid unto him, Man, thy fins are 
forgiven thee,” Luke v. 20. There is therefore 
now no condemnation to them which are in Chriſt 
Jeſus, Rom. viii. 2. | 
.. Secondly. We are ſaved from the power of fin : 
that is, ſin has. loſt its dominion over us; we are 
no longer ſlaves to it. We no longer regard God 
as a ſevere maſter, but as an indulgent Father. 
We have not received again the ſpirit _— 


I, 
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dage, but the Spirit of Adoption, whereby we cry 
Abba, Father; the Spirit itſelf bearing witneſs 
with our ſpirit, that we are the children of God.” 
1 Thirdly. Being juſtified by faith, we have 
| peace with God, thro our Lord Jeſus. Chriſt: By 
| whom we have acceſs by faith into this grace where- 
2 in we ſtand, and rejoice. in hope of the glory of 
| God,“ Rom. v. 1, 2. And again, verſes 10,,11, 
% For if, when we were enemies, We, were.rec 
ciled to God by the death of his Son, much more 
being reconciled, we ſhall be ſaved by his life.“ 
And not only ſo, but we alſo joy in God; thro! bur 
Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, by whom we have 
now received the atonement,” Rom. v. 11. 
therefore that is juſtified by faith, poſſeſſes the moſt 
ſolid peace and ſatisfaction which he is. capable 
enjoying in this life ; his heart is filled with grati- 
tude to the Supreme Being he ſees the hand of 
God ſtretched out before him, wherever he goes 
It. is his meat and drink, his conſtant ſtudy and fin» 
cereſt delight, to do the Will of his Father who 
is in heaven; while he lives, he lives to his glory, 
and when he dies, he dies triumphant.  __. 


: I proceed, laſtly, to conſider the doctrine of "my 
W New Birth, or the work of regeneration in the ſou] 
of man. If we admit that man in his natural ſtate 
is dead in fin, and reflect for a moment that «« with- 
out holineſs, (as the Scripture aſſures us,) no one 
can ſee the Lord,” we muſt at once be. convinced 
of the neceſſity of ſome very important change be- 
ing effected in our lives and conduct, before we ca 
de acceptable in the fight of God. Now the 24s 
of God tells us, that we are not only finners by 
practice and habit, but that we are born in fin, that 
dc we are eſtranged from the womb.“ „That we 
| go aſtray as ſoon as we are born;” with many other 
fages of a fimilar import, Pſalm Ilyiii. > 9. 
ur Saviour declares, *©* Except a man be born 
again he cannot ſee the kingdom of God. Nicode- 
mus, a rules of the Jews, 2 whom our Lord => at 
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that time addzefling himſelf, ſaith unto him, * How 
Lan a man be born when he is old? Can he enter 
the ſecond time into his mother's womb, and be 
born? Jeſus anſwered,  Verily, verily, I fay un- 
to thee, except a man be born of water and of the 
Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God,” 
TW DE... .-- I 
Two things principally offer themſelves to our 
conſideration on the preſent ſubject. Firſt, the na- 
ture of the New Birth, or in what the work of re- 


generation confiſts, Secondly, by what means this 


work is accompliſhed in us. i 
1 If any man be in Chriſt, he is a new creature; 
old things are paſſed away; behold, all things are 
become new, 2 Cor. v. 17. Mr. Weſley has ex- 
peed himſelf upon this point ſo clearly, that I 
annot forbear quoting his own words. © Before 
1 into the world, he has eyes, 

ut ſees not: He has ears, but does not hear. 


2 


He has a very imperfect uſe of any other ſenſe. He 
has no knowledge of any, of the things of the world, 
or any natural underſtanding. . To that manner of 
exiſtence which he then has, we do not even give 
the name of life. It is then only when, a man is 
born, that we ſay, he begins to live. For as ſoon 
as be is born, he begins to ſee the light, and the 
various objects with which he is encompaſſed. His 
ears are then opened, and he bears the ſounds 
which ſucceſſively ſtrike upon them. At the ſame 
time, all the other organs of ſenſe begin to be ex- 
ercifed upon their proper objects. He likewiſe 
breathes and lives in a manner wholly different fro 
what he did before. How exactly doth the paralle 


Hold in all theſe inſtances? While a man is in a 


mere natural ſtate, before he is born of 'God, he 


has, in a ſpiritual ſenſe, eyes, and ſees not; a 


thick impenetrable veil lies upon them. He bas 
r hears not: He is utterly deaf to u hat 
he is moſt of all concerned to hear. His other 


Fpiritual ſenſes are all locked up; he is in the ſame 


ane conditian 


bs 
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his underſtanding are opened: The light of God's 
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condition as if he had them not. Hence he has no 
knowledge of God, no intercaurſe with him 3 he 


is not at all acquainted with him. He has no true 
knowledge of the things of God, either of ſpiritual 
or eternal things. Therefore tho' he be a living. 
man, he is a dead Chriſtian.” Pg bs.” 

But as ſoon as he is born of God, as ſoon as he, 


is regenerate, or, in the language of St. Paul, (be- 


comes a new creature, old things are paſſed. away; 


many of thoſe objects, the poſſeſſion of which con- 
ſtituted formerly his higheſt felicity, are now re- 
garded with indifference ; ſeveral of them with de- 
teſtation and abhorrence, The pleaſures of ſenſe, 
the applauſe of the world, the accumulation of, 
wealth,” the love of power, have no longer, domi- 
nion over him. He loves God above all things, 
and his neighbour as himſelf. Freely he has re- 
ceived, and freely he gives. He eſteems no ara 
his enemy; and thoſe whom he formerly regarded 
as ſuch, he can cordially receive into his boſom,” 
His very beſt actions upon which he before ſo much, 
prided himſelf and by which he vainly expected to. 
merit heaven, he now perceives, not only to be un- 
1 but to have in them the nature of ſin, 
om. vii. 23. In ſhort, creation itſelf wears 4 


new aſpect. Every thing around him . to 


bear the ſtamp of the divine image. He views 
himſelf in the light of a priſoner at wh. of one 
who had been immured all his life within the dark. 
and dreary walls of a dungeon, and is now per- 
mitted to ſee the light of the ſun; The eyes 0 


o 
+ 


of God ſhed abroad in his heart.“ The moſt tri- 
fling omiſſion, the moſt vernal error, now fills him 
with remorſe: and if he negle& any oppyrtunity. of 
prayer and praiſe; if he loſe ſight of his Cr: ator, 
or lives as it were without God in the world, . but 
for one moment, his conſcience'accuſes him, and 
he can take no reſt, nor admit of any com | 


1 till 
C 2 by 


countenance ſhines upon him ; and he The the love 


8 Reasons for METHODISN. 


by repentance he has received freſh aſſurances of 
orgiveneſs, and made his peace with God. He 
now finds, that Wiſdom's ways, are ways of plea- 
ſantneſs, and all her paths are peace,” Prov. iii. 17. 
He goes on progreſſively from one degree of ho- 
Vineſs to another, he grows in grace, and in the 
Knowledge and love of Chriſt, he fights the good 
fight of faith, and finiſhes his courſe with joy and 
gladneſs. This is the nature of the New Birth, 
and ſo is every one that is born of the Spirit.” 
| Secondly, We are to confider by what means 
this work is accompliſhed in us. It is evident 
from Reaſon as well as Scripture, that man, by the 
aid of his own reaſon and ſtrength aione, can never 
de able to effect this change in himſelf. He cannot 
devote himſelf entirely to a life of piety and virtue, 
and perſevere in it, truſting merely in his own 
ability. Surrounded, as he continually is, with 
trials and difficulties, he never can ſucceſsfully 
poſe them all, and come off conqueror by dint of 
mere aſliduity, or by the power of his own ſingle 
exertions. For fo great is the propenſity to evil, 
and ſo numerous the temptations to commit it, that 
altho' by. vigorous and determined efforts, he may 
be ſometimes kept from falling; yet the practice 
virtue can, never become habitual, and he will 
always remain a ſtranger to that peace of mind 
which true religion is alone capable of inſpiring. 
The prophet Jeremiah tells us, ch. x. 23, That 
the way of man is not in himſelf: It is not in man 
hat walketh to direct his ſteps.” And again, ch. 
li, 23, „ Can the Ethiopian change his ſkin, 
or the Leopard his ſpots? Then may ye alſo do 
good, that are accuſtomed to. do evil.“ In Paul's 
epiſtle to the Galatians, we read, The fleſh 
luſteth againſt the ſpirit, and the ſpirit againſt the 
fleſh: And theſe are contrary the one to the other: 
ſo that ye cannot do the things ye would.” Our 
Lord himſelf deelares our natural inability to ſerve, 
God, "ow he tells us, that No man * 
* e | : v4 
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the Son, but the Father: neither knoweth any man 
the Father, ſave the Son, and he to whomſoever 
the Son will reveal him,” Matt. xi. 27. It ap- 
_ pears then, that this great and important work of 
| regeneration in our ſouls, can be effected by no leſs 
a power than God himſelf. * By grace are ye ſaved 
through faith; and that not of yourſelves: It is 
the gift of God,” Eph. ii. 8, ** By the grace of 
God, ſays St. Paul, I am, what I am, 1 Cor. xv. 
10. And this grace is the free gift of God thro” 
Chriſt, John vi. 65. As the branch cannot bear 
fruit of itſelf, except it abide in the Vine; nb 
more can ye, except ye abide. in me. I am the 
Vine, ye are the branches: He that ahigeth in me, 
and I in him, the ſame bringeth forth much fruit: 
for without me ye can do nothing, John xv. 4, 9. 
«« No man can come unto me, except the Father, 
who hath ſent me, draw him; and 1 wiltraiſe hun 
up at the laſt day, John vi. 44. 3 54:4 e 
From theſe paſſages in Holy Scripture, (and they: 
are very few in.compariſon-of what might be bro: | 
in proof of what we have advanced, ) it is to me 
indubitably clear, that in order to walk uprightly 
with our God, and 400 will during our pHgri 
here, we muſt receive Divine Aid; we muſt, in 
ſhort, receive a portion of the Divine'Spirit zzwe: | 
muſt be no longzr under the Jaw, but under grace, 
Rom. vi. 14. And this grace is the free and-undes- | 
ſerved'gift of God thro' Chiiſt. - | 
Io ſuch as are already eonverted to God, I ſhall + 
be excuſed if I offer one word of advice: It is ap- 
plicable to all of us, and cannot in my opinion, be 11 
too often impreſſed upon our memories. It may be. 
ſummed up briefly in the Apoſtle's o-πƷ words,, 
Let him that thinketh he ſtandeth, take heed leſt 
he fall,“ x Cor. x. 12. Now we ſhould remember 
the conditions, on which God has promiſed never 
to leave nor forſake us; viz. that we never leave 
nor forſake him. A ſtate of grace is- only to be | 
preſerved. by the ſame means which were inſtru- 
95 . C 3. mental 
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mental in procuring it for us at firſt ; and theſe ares 
frequent and fervent communion with God in pray er- 
religious converſation, a ſtrict guard upon our con- 
duct, and exhorting each other, as opportunity oc- 
Kurs, reſpecting the duties we owe to God, our 
meighbour, and ourſelves, are amongſ other quali- 
fications, requiſite to make us hold faſt the pro- 
feſſion of our Faith without wavering, Heb. x. 23. 
« And let us not be weary in well-doing: for in 
due ſeaſon we ſhall reap, if we 'faint not,” Gal. 
vi. 9. The prize is to thoſe who endure to the end. 
No man having put his hand to the plough, and 
Jooking back, is fit for the kingdom of God," 
Luke ix. 62. The backflider in heart ſhall be 
filled with his own ways: And a good man ſhall 
be fatisfied from himſelf, Prov. xiv. 14. In 2 Pet. 
M. 21. we read, It had been better for them not 


to have known the way of righteouſneſs, than after 


they have known it, -to turn from the holy com- 
mandment delivered unto them.” St. Paul paints 
the dreadful conſequences cf falling from a ſtate 


_ of grace, For if we fin 'wilfully, after that we 


ve received the knowledge of the truth, there 
emaigeth no more ſacrifice for ſins, but a certain 


_ | fearful looking for of judgment, and fiery indigna- - 
| gion, which ſhall devour the adverſaries. He that 


deſpiſed Moſes“ law, died without mercy, under 
4wo or three witneſſes: of how much ſorer puniſh- 


ment, ſuppoſe ye, ſhall he be thought worthy, who 
Aath trodden under foot the Son of God, and hath 


.._ | counted the blood of the covenant, \wherewith he 
was ſanctified, an unholy thing, and hath done de- 


£ 


'Jpite'unto the Spirit of Grace,” Heb: x. 26—29. 
May we be found in the number of thoſe 

_ | Jaboured,' and have not fainted, Rev. ii. 3; who 
| | Have held the beginning of our confidence ſtedfaſt 


who have 


unto the end, Heb. iii. 14; and after having fought 
the good fight of faith, and finiſhed our counie here, 
be received into everlaſting habitations, aid hear 
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theſe comfortable words of our Saviour applied un- 


to us, Well done, thou good and faithful fer- 
vant, enter thou into the joy of thy Lord.“ 


I am your ſincere Friend, 
DisNEY ALEXANDER. 
Nov. 18, 1795. 5 


——————— 
TI 
Dear Sir, 


F ſubſtance of what offered to your conſi- 
deration in my fecond Letter, may be I; 
ſummed up in the following words, 


Mankind come into the world in a depraved * | 


fallen condition; as long as they continue in their 
natural ſtate, they are at enmity with God, and 


would have for ever remained the ſubjects of his 


wrath and puniſhment, had not Jeſus Chriſt given 
himſelf up as a ſacrifice for the fins of the world, 
and by his death and mediation reconciled God to 


man. In order to make this atonement effectual to 


our Salvation, it is requiſite that we repent and be- 
lieve; that is, that we forſake ſin, and have faith 
in the mercy of God thro' Chriſt. This we are 
unable to do without the grace and aſſiſtance of the 
Divine Spirit; and after all we have done or ean 
do, we are till unprofitable ſervants, and ean onl 


hope for pardon and acceptance through the merits 


of a Redeemer, 


You will now perhaps be ready to ſay with many 


others, that all this may be very right, and as far as 


you know, conformable to the obvious ſenſe of 


Scripture, but you ſee no reaſon aſſigned from any 
thing I have yet advanced, why I ſhould have j join- 


ed the Methodiſt Conne&ion. You will tell me- 


(what I very well knew before) that theſe doctrines 
are all of them inculcated in the Articles of our 


Church, in the Homilies, and in the Form of 


Prayer 


ö 
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Prayer uſed in Divine Service. You will add 
moreover, that our Miniſters generally enforce them 
from the Pulpit, and that the ſtile and language of 
their diſcourſes are calculated to imprefs them on 
the minds of their hearer s. Why therefore 
ſhould you leave the Church and unite yourfelf 
with a particular ſect, whoſe principles of Religion 
are ſimilar to thoſe in which you have been educat- 
ed, and which you at preſent profeſſedly adopt?“ 
This then is the queſtion in point. I ſhall en- 
deavour to anſwer it fully and unequivocally; and 
I have no doubt but that the candid part of man- 
kind, tho' they may not embrace my opinions, wilt 
at leaſt give me credit for the ſincerity of my in- 
tentions. e HL = 
Mitch reſpe&t to my 1 the 
eharge is entirely groundleſs; for fo far am I from 
deſerting it, that if my life be ſpared, I ſhall be 
more punctual in my attendance there than I have 
- been for many years paſt. And my reaſon for this 
is, that I admire that fpirit of piety and devotion 
which runs thro! the greateſt part of the Service, I 
accord heartily with the doctrines of the Church 
and I think it expedient for each individual, if he 
ean do it with a fafe conſcience, to contribute his 
ſupport to the religious eſtabliſhment/of that coun- 
try in which he is born and educated; and under 
the -government of which he lives free and happy. 
But my: reaſons for enrolling myſelf as a mem- 
ber of the Methodiſt Society, are of a far different 
nature, and operate ſo powerfully on my mind, as 
not to leave- the ſmalieſt room to doubt of the ne- 
ceſſity of the ſtep: I have taken. And that 1 have 
not made an aſſertion of this kind without ſome 
foundation, will, I hope, appear from the ſequel 


— 


-. of this letter. 


In orden to be as conciſe and methodical as poſs 
ſible, I ſhall divide my ſubject into the following: 
diſtin Sections: I. ſhall conſ.der | 3 
1 1 de * #M irſt. 
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TACT 


o 


to err, 
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Firſt, The Inſtitutions or diſcipline of the Me- 
thodiſts. 3s, | | SR 
Secondly. The mode of performing divine ſer- 
vice amongſt them. | „ 
Thirdly. The general character of their 
Preachers. 1 7 9 
Fourthly. The influence of Methodiſm on hu- 
man happineſs and conduct, 3 5 
Fifthly. 1 ſhall conclude with a plain and ſim- 
ple narrative of my own experience in religious 
matters. Sg 
SEC T;1 ON I. 
Of the InsTITuTIONs or DISCIPLINE. of the 
Mrgopisrs. 1 


THERE is too much reaſon to fear, that many 

1 who have been brought to a ſenſe of their ſtat 

9 nature, and experienced the pardoning love 
od, have nevertheleſs in proceſs of time forgot- 


ten their Creator, and plunged afreſh into tip, vices 


and faſhionable levities of the world. . 
I cannot contemplate ſuch a character as this 
without horror, and I tremble for the fate of that 
man who imagines that when he is once juſtified 
from the ur of his paſt ſins, he is no longer liable 
uch an Opinion generally takes its riſe 

from a too confident reliance upon our own ability. 
And this cauſes us to overlook the neceſſity of 
prayer. It renders us leſs watchful, flow to ex- 


amine ourſelves, and introduces a neglect of thofe 


=—_ and devotional exerciſes which are * ra 


ly requiſite to keep up the ſpirit of vital religion 


amongſt us. Hence it is, that we are inſenſibly 


drawn off from God ; we forget the-manifeſtations 


of his love, and preſuming upon our own ſufficiency, 


we gradually relapſe into our former apathy and 


corruption. We ſhould do well to bear in mind, 


that a life of religion is a progreſſive one. It is 
not ſufficient that we receive a ſenſe of Wy par- 
* 1 | 4 
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don, and experiene-? the power of God unto ſalva- 
tion; we muſt grow in grace; as we have been 
waſhed, ſo we muſt be ſanctified, 1 Cor. vi. rr. 
We muſt walk with God, Gal. vi. 16. Out of 
the good treaſure of our heart, we muſt bring forth 
good things; Matt. xii. 35. We muſt mortify the 
deeds of the body, Rom. viii. 13. It is required 
of us to caſt off the works of darkneſs, and to put 
on the armour of Chriſt, xiii. 12: To live no 
longer to ourſelves but to the Lord, xiv. 8. And 
to walk worthy of our vocation wherewith we are 
called, Eph. iv. 1. In ſhort, faith the Apoſtle, 
e beſeech you, brethren, and exhort you by the 
Lord Jeſus, that as ye have received of us how ye 
ought to walk and to pleaſe God, ſo ye would 
abound more and more. For this is the will of 
| . God, even your ſanctification. For God hath not 
called us to uncleanneſs, but unto holineſs,” 1 
Theſſ. iv. 1, 35 7. „F 
I have before obſerved, that a ſtate of grace is 
_ --only to be maintained and kept alive, by the perſe- 
_  vering uſe. of thoſe means which are in general in- 
ſtrumental in procuring it for us at firſt, viz. a con- 
. Rant and earneſt communion with God in prayer. 
"And this is one of the leading arguments in favour 
of Methodiſm. . * 
There is perhaps no ſect or body of Chriſtians 
who have advantages in this reſpect equal to the 
Methodiſts. Their inſtitutions afford them not 
only very ample opportunities of affociating together 
for the purpoſe of religious worſhip, but their diſ- 
eipline is ſo ſtrict as to require them to attend on 
all ſuch occaſions, except when prevented by fick- 
Heſs or very material buſineſs. ' Beſides the ordinary 
ſervice performed at the Preaching-Houſe on the 
Sabbath, and occaſional preaching in the courſe of 
the week, they have their Claſſes, Band- Meetings, 
Love- Feaſts, and Watch- Nights. | 
Mr. Bradburn, in a ſermon written in defence 
"of Methodiſm, has treated this part of our ſubject 
3 | 18 
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in ſo plain and accurate a manner, that F ſhall be 
excuſed if I inſert his own words. 1 
1. All who are in connection with us, meet in 
what we call a Claſs: That is, from twelve to about 
twenty members, having a perſon of more experi- 
enee than the others (who is termed the Leader) to 
watch over them, meet together once a week, at the 
time and place moſt convenient. to them. The 
Leader gives out a few verſes of a' hymn, which, 
they all join in ſinging. He then makes a ſhort 
prayer; after which he converſes with each mem- 
ber about Chriſtian experience, giving ſuitable ad- 
vice to all; and again they ſing and pray, conelud- 
ing all in about an hour. And are not theſe meet- 
ings agreeable both to the Old Teſtament and the 
New? In the dark ſtate of the Jewiſh Church, 
when both People and Prieſts were in general (as is 
too much the caſe now) careleſs, and even wicked; 
Then (faith the Prophet Malachi,) they that fear- 
ed the Lord, ſpake often one to another, and the 
Lord hearkened and heard it, and a book of re- 
membrance was written before him, for them that 
feared the Lord, and that thought upon his name.” 
And,to meetings of this Kind, we conceive the 
Apoſtle. Paul alludes, where he adviſes the Coloſ- 
ſians thus: „Let the word of Chriſt dwell in you 
richly in all wiſdom ; teaching and admoniſhing 
one another in pſalms and hymns, and ſpiritual 
ſongs, finging with grace inyour hearts to the Lord.” 
Arid where this company is thought too large to 
ſpeak their minds freely, many meet alſo once a 
week in ſmaller companies called Bands, coniiſting 
of four ox five perſons, men with men, and women 
with women. Nothing can be more fimple than 
theſe meetings. And we think the Apoſtle James's 
words are beſt underfiood, by ſuppoling ſomething 
of this kind, —** Confeſs your faults one to another, 
and pray one for another that ye may be healed,” 
But let it be well obſerved, there is nothing in theſe 
aſſemblies like the confeſſion of fin to a prieſt, in 
| order 
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order to obtain abſolution from him; but the ſpeak- 
ing freely of their ſtate of mind to one another, 
that they may know how to rejoice. with thoſe that 
rejoice, and to weep with thoſe that weep, which 
they could not do without ſome acquaintance with 
Each others condition. . 
2. In large places the miniſter meets the Soci- 
ety all together, on Sunday evenings after public 
ſervice, and gives general or particular directions 
according to the account he has received through 
the preceding week; he then alſo mentions any bu. 
ſinels that is to be done, reſpecting either the ſpiri- 
tual or temporal concerns of the Society; relates 
any remarkable accounts he may have heard of the 
proſperity of the work of God in other places, and 
concludes with prayer. Theſe meetings, when 
judiciouſly managed are of admirable uſe. The 
people are frequently much refreſhed therein, and 
their union greatly ſtrengthened. . 
3. To prevent our being impoſed upon by bad 
people, the ſuperintendent miniſter, or another by 
his direction, meets every Claſs ſeparately, once a 
quarter, and ſpeaks perſonally to each member. 
Thoſe that have walked agreeable to the goſpel the 
paſt quarter, receive tickets with a portion of Serip- 
ture printed on them, alſo the Month, and Year, 
and a letter of the Alphabet, which being the ſame 
in all places, an impoſtor can generally be detect- 
ed. And we conceive that ſomething of this na- 
ture was uſed in the primitive Church, eſpecially 
when any of them went to ſtrange places. (“ Theſe 
Teſſeræ, as the ancients called them, being of juſt 
the ſame force with the commendatory letters men- 
tioned by the Apoſtle.) Theſe are likewiſe of uſe 
in other reſpects. By ſhewing theſe to the perſons 
appointed to regulate the Society, whenever it meets 
apart, it is eaſily known who are members, 1 heſe 
alſo furniſh us with an eaſy method of removing 
any diſorderly member. He has no new Me at 
> | . Conte” the 
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the quarterly viſitation, and hereby it Is known, 
that he is no longer of our community.” 

4. There are two other kinds of meetings which 
we obſerve, and which were both of ancieat uſage. 
Theſe are Love-Feaſts * and Watch-Nights. The 
former is alluded to by-St. Jude, verſe 12, where 
ſpeaking of the evil-doers who aſſociated with the 
Chriſtians, he ſays, << theſe are ſpots in your Feaſts 
of Love.“ 

And of theſe it is generally ſuppoſed Peter 
ſpeaks, 2 Epiſt. ii. 13. At theſe which are kept 
in large Societies once a quarter, each perſon takes 
a bit of plain cake and a little water. We ſing a 
few hymns, two or three of the miniſters pray, and 
if any perſon has any thing particular to fay con- 
cerning Chriſtian experience, none are hindered, 
if they be ſhort, as the whole ſhould conclude in 
about an hour and an half. But theſe have no re- 
lation at all to the Lord's-Supper. The elements 
of the Lord's- Supper are bread and wine, (which 
we receive exactly agreeable to the form in the 
Common Prayer Book), whereas at the Love- 
Feaſts we uſe only cake and water. The deſigu 
being ſimply to teſiify our Chriſtiandoye to each 
other, 

„The Watch-Nights were abeientiy the vigil 
kept on the evening preceding the grand feſtivals. 
Our cuſtom is, about four times a year in the large 
places, to meet between eight and nine at night; 
and after one of the miniſters has preached, ſeveral 


others pray and exhort, giving out at intervals ſuit- 


able hymns, which the congregation join in ſing- 
ing, concluding at 12 o'clock, «Exceeding great 
are the bleſſings we find on theſe occaſions. - They. 


are times of great ſolemnity, and often tend to 


animate our devotians, and ſtir up our minds to a 
more earneſt concern for our eternal welfare, 


* Vide Plin. Ep. ad Traj. 1 X. Ep. 97. Lard. 
Teſt. Heath. 11. 9. p. 40. | oh 
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5. For the management of all temporal affairs, 
there are perſons of known piety, as well as having 
Kill in accounts, choſen, to whom the care of theſe 
things is committed. "Theſe Stewards, or (as they 
were called in the primitive Church) Deacons, re- 
ceive what money has been collected by the Leaders 
in their Claſſes, either for the poor, or for the ex- 
pences of carrying on the work. They keep exact 
accounts of all they receive and diſburſe, which ac- 
counts are audited once a quarter, when there is a 
meeting of the Miniſters of the Circuit with the 
Stewards from every place, at which meeting every 
thing relating to temporal concerns- is publicly 
' ſettled. * The Stewards being changed every two 
years, prevents jealouſies and evil ſurmiſings, and 
gives every proper perſon in the ſociety an oppor- 
tunity of ſerving in his turn. Nothing can be more 
reaſonable than this. If being a ſteward be an ho- 
nour, why ſhould not all who are capable, ſhare 
It? If it be a croſs, why ſhould not all take it up? 
6. Ihe laſt thing I ſhall mention which relates 
to our Diſcipline, is the conſtant change of the 
Preachers. We read in the Acts of the Apoſtles, 
and in many of the Epiſtles, that the firſt Preachers 
went from Place to place as the providence of God 
opened their way. And many years experience has 
pred to us the utility of this plan. The three 
kingdoms are divided into a number of diſtricts: 
each of theſe diſtricts is divided into circuits : and 
each circuit has two, three, or four Preachers, ac- 
cording to its fituation and importance. Again, each 
Circuit has a Superintendent, F who has the care of 


VN. B. The other office among us, namely, that of the 
Truſtees, is a legal concern. As Truſtees of the Chapel, they 
ve no authority at all to interfere either with the ſpiritual or 
temporal concerns of the people. The firſt belongs to the 
Preachers and Leaders: The ſecond to the Preachers and the 

Sew arfds. 
F Nnzie the Rev. John Weſley lived, this Preacher was called 
the Aſſiſtant, on account of aſſiſting him, Now he is dead, that 
word is no longer ſenſe, ſeeing that it has no relative to which it 


Lan with propriety be referred. 
= Fo. Every 
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every thing entruſted to him. Not that he is ex- 


empted from any part of the work; or has any 


temporal advantage from his office: much leſs has 
he any power to lord it over his brethren, or over 
the people; only ſome one muſt keep the various 
aceounts of the circuit, and ſee that every thing be 
done agreeable to the Rules of the Society, and the 
Minutes of the Conference. Every diſtrict has a 
chairman, to whom either miniſters or private mem- 
bers may complain, in any caſe that cannot be re- 
dreſſed in his own circuit. The chairman can then 
ſummon the Preachers of the diſtrict, and their 


judgment is conetuſive till the annual meeting of 
the Conference, (which conſiſts of at leaſt one from 


every circuit) whoſe deciſion is final. At Confer- 
ence, every Preacher's character is examined, and 
if any. objection be proved againſt him, he receives 
ſuitable puniſhment, whether it be reproof, the be- 
ing put from the office of ſuperintendent, (if he have 
deen in it) the being ſuſpended for a time, or en- 
tirely excluded. 102 

« The miniſters are then ſtationed, according to 
the beſt judgment that can be formed, where they 
are moſt likely to be uſeful, no one continuing 
above two years ſucceſſively in one circuit, unleſs 
God has been pleaſed ro uſe him as the inſtrument 
of a remarkable revival; and even then, no one 
ever ſtays above the third year. Thus every thing 
is carried on with decency and order. The quar- 
terly meetings are ſubject to diſtrict meetings, and 
theſe are ſubject - to the Conference, or General 
Aſſembly, over which, among us, there can be no 
eontroul, and from whoſe: determinations there is 
no appeal. %% e frat n. 
If we add to theſe their frequent Prayer-Meet- 
ings, in which a ſelect number of the members aſ- 
ſemble together for the purpoſe of mutual edifica- 
tion; and conſider the general uniformity of their 


conduct, that when viſiting one amongſt another, 
their converſation is chiefly confined to ſubjects of 
- 22 à⁊ are- 


= £ 8 . "A - — 
= — > > — 
* — = 1 — — — 
= — — - — = - = 
EC" IRS = Ty — = 2 
— — pup] LO - > — — — _ X = — — 
——— = — — . * — — 
— — 2 — — 
- —— — - — — — — — 
* — — — — - 
— 
— — — (V— — — 
— 2 2 — — — - — — — 
— = . 2 4 
— 


1 


— 


— — 2 
— ——— — 
= — 


40 Rx asons for Marnoplskr. 


a religious nature, and that they ſcarce ever part 
without ſinging a hymn or praying, we muſt admit 
that they have abundant means afforded them of 
inereaſing in the knowledge and love of God, and 
encouraging each other to perſevere in the paths of 
holineſs and virtue, 

Archdeacon Paley obſerves, that * original 
eve of the Chriſtian Religion, in conſequence 
of their new profeſſion, entered, upon a new and 
ſingular courſe of life. After men became Chriſ- 
tians, much of their time was ſpent in prayer and 
devotion, in religious meetings, in celebrating the 
euchariſt, in conferences, in exhortations, in preach- 
ing, in an affectionate intercourſe with one anger; 
and correſpondence with other Societies.“ * 

Ho exactly conformable are the habits and prae- 
tice of the Methodiſts in our day, to the above ac- 
count of the eircumſtanecs attending the early pro- 
pagation of Chriſtianity! May the Lord proſper 
their Jabours with his bleſſing; and crown; with. 
fucceſs the honeſt endeavours of every faithful dis- 
N of 1058 Sil no ng e A 
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SECTION II. 


On the mode of performing Divigt Service. 
among the, Merhopisrs. 


* 


"HE ſervice commences with ſinging, i in which 
the greateſt part of the «congregation Joins, 
The preacher next makes an extempore prayer, and 
after a few more' verſes of a-hymn have been ſung, 
the ſermon follows, which is likewife delivered ex- 
tempore. The people now join in another hymn, 
and the whole is coricluded with a prayer ànd bleſ- 
ſing from the miniſter. This, tho! a very plain 
and ſimple, is heverthoteſs a folemn- and edifying 
manner of celebrating Divine Worſhip. There 
are — devotional exerciſes which more powerfully 


Lide Valey's 'S \ Evidences of Chriſtianity, pag ge 38. own : 
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raiſe the ſoul to God, than the ſinging of pſalms. 
When the language of a hymn is poetical, fluent, 
and intelligible when” the ſentiments expreſſed in 
it atè truly: pioùs and ſeripraral,” the muſic ſolemn, 
and the people ſerious and earneſt, I know of no- 
employment better calculated to excite awful im- 
preſſions of the Divinity, and to ſtir up our minds 
to a cloſer communion with Ge. 
ne uſed im the Methodiſt chapels, appear 
to me in 4 peculiar manner to have this effect. They 


ate adapted 10 all Rates and conditions of the mind, 
and to all fituations in Hife! The finner is here 


awakened to a ſenſe of his on corrupt nature; the 
ſcul that is panting after God, and ſeekihg redemp- 
tion thiro* the blood of Chriſt} is encouraged to ſup- 
plicate with boldnefs the throne of grace; and thoſe 
who have already experienced the pardoning love of 
God; may feel their devotion ſtrengthened, their 
confldence' renewed, and their hearts re-Rindled 
with holy zeal. The power, wiſdom, and good- 
nefs of God in the Creation, the love of Chriſt in 
the redemption of the world, and the efficacy of the 
Holy Spirit in cleanſing ns from all unrighteouſneſs 
by his ſahctifying grace, are here particularly inſiſted 
on. The miſery of the wicked, and the happi- 
neſs of the juſt, are painted in glowing colours, 
fortibly calculated to inſpire terror in the one, and 
joy and perſeverance in the other Many of the 
hymns are ſimply expreſſive of reverence, praiſe, 
and pratitude to the Supreme Being. Many are hor- 
ratory, and are full of ſeaſonable advice and inftruc- 
tion adapted to all ages, all ranks of men, all de- 


nominations of Chriftians. Some are conſolatory, 


calculated to revive the drooping ſpirit, to inſpire 
patience and reſignation under afflictions, to diſpel 


our fears and ro animate our hopes. In ſhort, the 


general tendency of theſe hymns, is to enforce ſen- 
timents of piety to God, love to our fellow-crea- 
tures, and a due reſignation of our own thoughts and 
„ RIOTS: £29561 3 
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And if we add, that the ſinging is uſually: con- 
ducted with folemnity;and order, and: accompanied 
with an appearance at leaſt of reſpe&tful devotion, 
we ſhall: not vonder. that this form of worſhip: c- 
ſtitutes a conſi derable part of tha ſervice. «1; b 
] paſs op to conſider the ſubject. of prayer. Prayer 
is the life and ſoul of religion It opens a door of 
communication betwia God tand man, and is the, 
means we are requited to makę uſe of to obtain ay 
pyomifed bleſſing: It is a duty which we, as Glhril-, 
tians, are pecuharly. beund to perform. L 
commanded it; Chriſt has given us an exaniple of. 
it in his own perſona „by praying himſelf. to his, 
Father; and we ate not only enjoined, but even 
invized and eneouraged ta prefent gurſelvęs as ſup- 
plants at the throne of grace. W lata privilege is 
this:, What an unſpeakable, hocour,, that sn is. 
permitted, co addreſs his Maker, with full aſſuragce 
that bis prayars ſball be heard, and, hig. gequeſt 
granted? How ought he to Joye ang praiſe God 
for ſuch condeſcenſion, and how carneſtiy, ſolie to 
ſhould be be to perform this duty in dhe molt ar, 
ceptable manner! Vigh 

Now one of the chief purpoſes of prayer is ediy; 
fication, **Let alli things be dene to edjfying,” ſaith, 
the Apoſtle, 1 Cor, xiv, 26, And: furely this ade, 
vice can never be more. applicable than: when; we. 
are addreſſing the,, Majeſty of Heaven. How, can- 
we expect our petitions will be heard, or our praiſes: 
accepted, if we approach God with our lips at a. 
time when our hearts are eſtranged from him? Is: 
it not a ſpecies of mogkery. to beg of the Lord to. 
pardon our ſins, and give us, grace to amend them, 
when, at the ſame inſtant we neither feel remorſe 
for the one, nor. fee, any neceſſity for the other ⁊ 
And how inconſiſtently does that man at, who, 
while on bis knees at church, can pray for the in- 
ſpiration of the Holy Spirit, and in a tew, minutes 
after poſitively geny that there is any ſuch thing 2s. 
inſpiratien in theſe days? Ls it to be wenge fe, 
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that ſuch a one ſhould live and die a ſtranger to his 
iafluences? In ſhort, if we reflect that God is a 
Spirit, and that he 1s to be worſhipped in ſpirit and 
in truth, we cannot expect to render him an accept= 
able ſervice, unleſs our whole affections be centered 
in him alone, and our ſouls animated. with 2 ele 
of his perfedions. 
Prayer, as an excellent writer, ; expreſſes. it, 
is the egntinu ug] panting or heat ing, of the hea 
after God; it ſtays for no particular 52 : its pez 
Wine feen ie out of manuals 9 125 75 . 
it loves its on language; it ſpeaks moſt w hen. it 
1 leaſt,” 1439 A l 
For my own part, 1 conf R 4 always Keel moſt 
dificd nd. ſtrengthened. by. Fee prayers 
Wie 1 pray in this manner myſelf, my, ou 
more alivg. to God, my thoughts, are more pal 
on the particular ſubject gf each, petition, an 
Pet God for thoſe inſtances, of his love, whic 
more, powerfully occur to my. recollecdion, and which 
xclic the warmeſt impreſſions of gratitude, and. I 
intreat him to beſtow. preg bleſſir SIN partic ular of 
which L find the greateſt, need ; 15 ntl a juſt 
freedom of ſoul in my addreſſes ; I, change, Len- 
large, I contract, I add or oniit, according to my 
peculiar ſentiments, or, the previous Nate 'of my 
mind. If IJ am affail.d by tewpration, T apply ear- 
neſtly for grace to overcome it; If thro” divine 
aſſiſtance, f have been enabled to triumph over an 
of my ſpiritua) enemies, this calls for a particular 
return of gratitude and praiſe; If I perceive my 
faith weak, or niy confidence diminiſhed, I pray 
that, God would help my unbelief, and repleniſh 


me with his Spirit: : If fick or afflicted, I intreat 
the Lord for patience and reſignation: I f I do any 


thing acceptable or pleafing to him, I preſent my- 

ſelt at his tootſtool with humility and reverence, 

giving him all the glory. 3 e 
D FAIEE 
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Where, however, as is ſometimes the eaſe, the 
| of whom is languid, and we want words to 
xpreſs the ſentiments: of our hearts, we ſhall be 
8 by having recourſe to a written form of 
levotion. A dull and heavy hour in the eloſet 
has often been relieved by the uſe of ſuch compo- 
ſures of _— meditation and prayer: And many 
a dry and barren, heart has been enabled to offer up 
in prayer à ſweet ſacrifice to God, in the words of 
another m oy * ; 4 1 1 4 a 1 18 5 * ; 
Tie Methodiſts in their ſervice generally uſe ex- 
tempore prayer. "And this appears to me to have 
many advantages. A conſtant repetition of the 
ſame 9218 ee ee a habit of indiffe- 
renee; the mind being Teſs vigorouſly intent, is apt 
to wandet after other objects; and how happily ſo- 
5 ee might be at firſt choſen, we ſtill 
want ſomething new, to keep our thoughts alive, 
On the'contrary, when we hear a miniſter deliver- 
ing the ſpontaneous and ynpremeditated effuſions of 
his heart, we naturally imbibe a portion of the ſame 
irit which appears to influence bim; our expec- 
[tations are raiſed, our attention is fixed, our ſouls 
are in patient waiting for the deſcent of the Holy 
Spirit; and our lips are ready to pronounce a hearty 
Amen at the cloſe of every petition. 8 
Again, if it be enquired what are the general 
ſubjects of our petitions, I anſwer, thoſe which are 
expreſſed in the ſervice of the Church. Seeing our- 
ſelves to be ſinners and guilty before God, we pra 
that he would pardon our offences, and give us tru 
repentance. We beſeech him that he would enable 
us by his grace to overcome all our ſpiritual enemies, 
that he would take away from us all hardnefs of 
heart, all pride and malice, all envy and uncharita- 
bleneſs, that he would increaſe our faith, ſtrengthen 
vur fellowſhip with him, and our union with one 
another, and ſanctify us unto himfelf a peculiar 
* „ Dr. WaTTs. 
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people zealous of good works, We make inter- 
ceſſions for all men; we pray for the King and all 


who are in authority, for the diffufion of religious 
Knowledge, for the prevalence of Divine Truth 
for the alleviation of human miſery, for the ſupply 
of all our neceſſary wants. Knowing that the firſt 
ſtep towards repentance is a conviction of fin, we 
pray God to awaken every fleeping conſcience ; and 
relying upon his gracious promiſes, we intreat him 
to heal every broken ſpirit, and to comfort every 
mourning ;heart. And as of ourſelves we can do 
nothing that is good, we earneſtly pray above all 
things for the inſpiration of the Holy Spirit. 

The Sermons are likewiſe delivered extempore. 
This method of , preaching. appears to me, often 
more edifying both to the miniſter and the people, 
than the reading a formal diſcourſe. We have by. 
this method the ſimple. and unadorned language) of, 
the heart; and the pregcher feeling himſelf more, 
interèſted in his ſubject, neceſſarily ſpeaks; with 
greater energy and pathos, and on this account is 
more likely to command the attention of his hearers. 
It has been urged as an argument againſt the 
preaching of the Methodiſts, that they inculcate 
faith in contra-diſtinftion to works; that laying. 
aſide the neceſſity of moral duties, they preach ſal- 
vation by faith alone; this objection takes its riſe, 
like many others of a ſimilar nature, from igno- 
rance. Now we aftirm; that though works doe 
not juſtify a man, yet they afford the only evidenee 
of a true faĩth. Genuine faith neceſſarily produces 
the pureſt morality, in like manner, as à good tree 
cannot fail to yield good fruit. And this is the only 
true foundation of morality, We cannot love our 
neighbour, as ourſelves, till we believe that Gd 
hath for, Chriſt's ſake loved us. And except we 
have à firm and lively faith in the promiſes of God, 
we never can fulfil. thoſe conditions, on which alone 
God will make good his promiſes to us. What 
induced Abraham to offer up his, ſon 1 Hoc *. 
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faith? And how ſhould we have ever known that 
he poſſeſſed ſuch ſtrong faith, had not his works 
fſhewn it? So it is with every true believer. He 
proves his fidelity to his Maker, by an obedience 
to his commangs. Let a man have a well-ground- 
ed. faith, and a diſcharge of moral duties follows 
of courſe; we cannot indeed ſeparate them ; when 
once the heart has experienced a real change, a re- 
formation of life is the invariable conſequence ; 
and till this change be effected, it will be to no pur- 
ſe to/preach up the excellep ey of abſtrad morality, 

t is like telling us what 1s our duty, and at the 
ſame time with-holding the only means which can 
enable us to perform it. And tho: it were poſſible 
for us without divine grace to keep the command- 
ments, yet ſtill we could not be faved by our 
works, and we ſhonld ſtill' come ſhort of the glory 
of God. We are expreſsly told that «by the deeds 
of the law ſhall no fleſh be juſtified,“ Rom. iii. 
20. Gal. ii. 16. The Law came by Moſes, but 
grace and truth by Jeſus Chriſt : and there is but 
one name given under ET; which we can be 
ſaved, and that is the name of the Loxp Jesvs. 
His grace is freely offered to us, and unleſs we ac- 
dept it, we cannot be his difciples; and if we dif- 
own him for à Saviour, we cannot expect to be par- 
takers of that Redemption which he has purchaſed 
for all that believe in him. Befides, if we con- 
ſider that without faith it is impoſſible to pleaſe 
God, we muſt ſurely applaud the labours of thoſe 
Preachers who, like St. Paul, have reſolved to 
; Preach nothing but Jesus CHRIST and him cruci- 
fled, „By grace we are ſaved thro faith, faith the 
Apoſtle, and that not of ourſelves; it is the gift of 
God,“ Eph. ii. 8. The Methodiſts, therefore, ſo 
far from depreciating the neceſſity of moral obliga- 
tion, ate amongſt its moſt ſtrénuous and powerful 
advocates ; they place it on the only foundation on 
which it can exiſt, and they hold faith as the ſtrong- 
A incehtive's tile priate of t. 
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Much ſevere cenſure has of late years been paſ- 
ſed upon certain vehement expreſſions made uſe of 
in our Preaching- Houſes ; and the pcople who have 
thus given way to their feelings, by crying aloud 
for mercy, when they have been convinced of fin, 
have been made the ſubjects of ridicule and con- 
tempt. - Before I became a Methodiſt, I was 
equally as inimical to theſe proceedings, as any 
other perſon could be; hut when I recolleR the 
emotions of my own mind at the time 1 was at firſt 
converted to God, I can no longer be ſurpriſed at 
the ſame feelings in others, cauſing them to break 
out into loud and repeated cjaculations, and giving 
riſe to ſuch, outward ſigns and expreſſions, as can 
only be the effect of ſtrong internal agitation. When 
in the ordinary affairs of life we are oppreſſed with 
grief, or elated with joy, do not our countenance, 
our words, and our geſtures evidently beſpeak 
the ſtate of our mind? And ſhall we wonder 
that a man juſt made ſenſible of his ruined con- 
dition by nature, and ſeeing himſelf guilty before 
God, thould be ſo filled with terror and alarm, as 
to fall proſtrate at the throne of grace, and pray 
aloud for pardon and mercy ? And on the other 
hand, when the finner thus awakened experiences 
the pardoning love of God, and feels within him 
the power of God unto ſalvation, is it matter of 
aſtoniſhment if ſueh a one, awhile forgetful of the 
place wherein he is, break out ſuddenly into excla- 
mations of praiſe and thankſgiving, and in the lan- 
guage of the Pſalmiſt, call upon the people to give 
thanks unto the Lord for his goodneſs, to exalt him 
in the aſſembly of the elders, ſerve him with glad- 
neſs, and come before his preſence with thankſgiv- 
ing; for he hath brought me out of darkneſs and 
the ſhadow of death, he hath broken my bonds 


aſunder; he hath redeemed me from the hand of 
my enemy; he hath viſited me with his ſalvation, 


O! that men would therefore praiſe the * for 
En | is 
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his goodneſs, and for his wonderful works to the 
children of men! Pſalms 100, 106, 107. 
Whoever reads the accounts of conviction re- 
corded in the New Teſtament, particularly thoſe 
mentioned in the Acts, will find that when men 
were converted under the preaching of the Apoſtles, 
their diſtreſs of foul was very great, that «© they 
were pricked in their hearts, Acts ii. 37; that they 
eame « trembling and fell down,” importunately 
erying out, „ Sirs, what _ we do to be ſaved. py 
Adds xvi. 30. 
would not be underſtood from what I haveſaid, 
to approve, altogether, much leſs to encourage 
theſe vociferous meetings ;. for I believe the grand 
work of converſion may be carried on with equal 
effect in perfect filence ; but I have adduced the 
above inſtances only'to prove that ſuch expreſſions 
of fervour, are not as many have ſuppoſed, incon- 
ſiſtent 'with true religion, and do not originate 
merely from a heated imagination And it is my 
real opinion, founded on good authority, that they 
have often been the fruits of a ſincere repentance, 
and that, in many caſes, if theſe meetings have not 
immediately produced, they have at leaſt preceded 
a total :eformation of life and manners, amongſt 
numbers of the inferior elaſſes of fociety. 5 
It appears however to me, that when theſe ſud- 
den converſions happen in a public place of worſhip, 
it is far more eligible, where it can be done, for the 
perſon fo affected to retire into a private houſe, ac- 
eompanied by one or two- of his friends, who may 
exhort and pray with him till his ſoul be ſet at li- 
berty, and his mind made happy. Mean time, let 
us remember that we have different ways of expreſ- 
ſing the ſame feelings; and we ſhould make allow- 
ances for the difference of diſpoſition, of conſtitu- 
tion, of education, and of habit. | 
- Inſtead therefore of cenſuring as prepoſterous and 
abſurd, thoſe actions in others which do not accord 
with our own ideas and feelings upon the ſubject, 
let 
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let us rather bear with one another's failings, caſt a 
veil over their imperfections; and how ſoever we 
may differ from ſome of our drethren in matters of 
ſmall moment, let us put away from us all bit- 
terneſs, and wrath, and anger, and clamour, and 
evil ſpeaking, with all malice,” Eph. iv. 31. and 
endeaveur as far as we can, to live peaceably and 
ens with all men. 


| 


5 EOTION IL | 
Of the general Character of the PREACHERS. 


UR blefſed Lord, previous to his death, ani- 
mated his Apoſtles with an encouraging pro- 
miſe of divine aſſiſtance, requiſite for all their fu- 
ture engagements, affectionately affuring them that 
he would not leave them comfortlefs. I will pray 
the Father, and he ſhall give you another Com- 
forter, that he may abide with you for ever, eveh 
the Spirit of Truth. He ſhall teach you all things, 
and bring all things to your remembrance, half. 
ever I have ſaid unto you,” John xiv. 16—26. - 
Accordingly we read, that when the day of Pen- 
tecoſt was fully come, they were all with one ac- 
cord in one plate. And ſuddenly there came a 
ſound from heaven, as of a ruſhing mighty wind, and 
it filled all the houſe where they were fitting: And 
there appeared unto them cloven tongues, like as 
of fire, and it fat upon each of them. And they 
were all filled with the Holy Ghoſt, and began to 
Tpeak with other tongues,” as the: Spirir gave chem 
utterance,” Acts ii. t, 2, 31 4. 
In conſequence of this 3 inſtuenes, the 
Apoſtles were inſpired with the knowledge of dif- 
terent languages, went inta various countries, ſpake 
the word with boldneſs, and were enabled to con- 
firm their miſſion by miracles and other ſpiritaa l 
gifts. Now, altho' theſe miraculous powers were 
—— to. the early _ of Chriſtianity,! yet the 
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ſaving and ſanctify ing races of the Spirit ſtill re- 


main; *© For the manifeſtarton of the Spirit is given 
to every man to profit withal, 1 Cor. xii. 7. But 
there is a diverſity of gifts, or different operations 
of the ſame Spirit. To ſome is given in a more 
remarkable degree the Spirit of faith; to others 
the Spirit of prayer, and to others the Spirit of re- 
ſignation. 1 1115 

Some are gifted with ſhining talents, whoſe light 
may illumine thoſe who fit in darkneſs; whilſt 


others in humble and obſcure notions are made hap- 
- Py in the love of God, and enjoy in filence a ſweet 


ſerenity of mind, which can only ariſe from the ſe- 
eret workings of God's Spirit upon their fouls. 
Again, ſome are called in a more ſpecial manner to 
preach the Goſpel, and are endowed with gifts which 
enablethem to diſcharge the duties of their miniſtry, 
with boldneſs and with effect. 

And that this gift proceeds immediately from 
God, or the particular operation of the Spirit, is 
evident from many paſſages of the New Teſtament. 
We find in the tenth chapter of the Acts, both Jews 


and Gentiles were converted under the preaching of 
Peter, and that as ſoon as the gift of the Holy 


Spirit was poured upon them, “ they ſpake with 
tongues, and magnified God, ver. 45, 46. And 
if, as we ar informed, holy men of God ſpake as 
they were moved by the Spirit, 2 Pet. i. 21; ſo it 
as equally certain that, at this day, no man can 
ſay that J eſus is the Lord, but by the Holy Ghoſt, 
4 Corgi. 10% % * 8656 9 

It is not neeeſſary that a Preacher of the Goſpel 
ſhould be a man of extenſive knowledge, of a po- 


liſned education, or naturally ſtrung parts. So far 


is this from! being required, that the Apoſtle tells 


us, the wiſdom of the world is fooliſhneſs with 
Cod, 1 Cor: iii. 19. Where is the wiſe ? 
where is the ſcribe? where is the diſputer of this 


world ? Hath not God made fooliſh the things of 
this world? x Cor. i. 20. Out of the * of 
388 ; IP | | 
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babes and ſucklings, God hath ordained ſtrength. 
Which things alſo we ſpeak not in the words which 
man's wiſdom teacheth ; but which the Holy Ghoſt 
teacheth, 1 Cor. ii.” 13. Many of our Preachers 
are mom of mean birth, without education, accuſ- 
tomed -to earn their. livelihood by manual labour, 
and have enjoyed few of thoſe advantages of read- 
ing and converſation, which are ſo amply afforded 
to the higher -clafſes of ſociety. Their manners 
may be unpoliſhed, their language coarſe,” the ſound 
of their voice unharmonious, and their expreſſion 
vulgar, yet, with all theſe defects, they may preach 
wich power, and be inſtrumental in bringing many 
ſouls to repentance, and to the knowledge of the 


true God. 


The qualifications, therefore, which the rules of 
our ſociety require, for a preacher to be received 
into full connection, are the following: He muſt 
have experienced the pardoning love of God. He 
muſt have the love of God abiding in him; He 
muſt ſeek and defire nothing but the glory of God, 
and be holy in all manner of converſation; He 
muſt have read and ſtudied the Seripture, and have 
a juſt conception of ſalvation by faith, 3 
ſanctifying influences of the Holy Spirit. He muſt 
have a tolerable degree of utterance. He muſt 


ſpeak juſtly, readily, and elearly; and evidence 


maſt be given that ſome have been truly /canvinced 
of fin, and converted to God by his preaching. 


«As long as theſe marks concur in any one, we be- 


lieve he is called of God to preach... Theſe we re- 
ceive as ſufficient proof that hes is moved therets by 


the: Holy Ghei“ 


If we confider'our aa in their miniſterial 
capacities, we find-them exceeding active and labo- 
rious in the . diſcharge of their functions. They 


ſeldom paſs over a day without preachins ſome- 
r eng content with: their duty en eee 
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days at their own chapels, they traverſe the coun- 
try round, officiating'at various private houſes, ſeek- 
ing out opportunities of doing good, adviſing, ex- 
' -horting, reproving, and praying with the people, 
as they ſee occaſion. Not having the fear of man 
before them, they ſpeak the truth with boldnefs 
and ſimplicity ; they adapt their manner and their 
ſubject to the fituation, wants, and diſpoſition of 
their hearers ; they attack their darling fins, and 
combat their moſt rooted prejudices ; their diſcourſes 
are alike calculated-to.awaken the impenitent ſinner, 
and to pour the balm of confolation into the broken 
and contrite ſpirit. And thoſe who have already 
been juſtified by faith, and have the love of God 
ſhed abroad in their hearts, are powerfully invited 
to „ ſtand faſt in that liberty, wherewith Chriſt 
hathwmade them free, and to bring forth the fruits 
of e the Spirit,”in all goodneſs, and righteouſneſs, 
alkd truth,” eee bf hots oe rd 
It is the-buſineſs alſo of the Preachers, to meet 
the claſſes occaſionally, to be preſent at all the 
love-feaſts,. and to meet the ſociety after public ſer- 
vice on the Sabbath, when opportunity occurs. In 
the private walks of life, the character of our 
preachers, in general, is diſtinguiſned by an unifor- 
mity of conduct, correſponding to the doctrines 
they teach. They endcavour to adorn the Goſpel 
of God their Saviour in all things. They are re- 
gular and conftant in their devotions, in family 
prayer and private meditations; their manners fim- 
ple, their converſation edifying, their dreſs plain, 
and their deportment grave. They are ſeldom or 
never triflinyly employed, they have neither time 
nor inclination to mix in the giddy amuſements of 
the world: They do not affect to be gentlemen; 
they look upon themſelves to be the ſervants of all. 
They are temporate and ſober, have no ſupernume- 
rary hours to waſte in ſlcep; their chief ſtudy is, 
how to redeem the time, and their greateſt pleaſure 
eonſiſts in reclaiming men from ſin, in 8 
27.8 8 e 
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cleanſed from "their iniquities, 
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the downfall of the kingdom of Satan, and the dif- 
Fuſion. of religious light and liberty. But there is 
ſtill another aue of view in which 1 ſhall confider 
them bers U [ cloſe this Section, and that is, as vi- 


ſitors and dy ing perſons. 
Their affectionate exhortations, and fervent prayers 
h bebalf of the unha pp) ſufferers, are often r 
ered great blelſings No time is loſt in N 2 
fary, enquiries, in idle ſpeculations, or abſtract rea- 
ſonings; if they have lived in wickedneſs, they are 


earneſtly ſolicited to. call. upon the gd, ſaying, 
God be merciful to me a ſinner 15 
ieder to fly to that fountain for guilt and ſin which 


hey are di- 


is open to all, and by which Ales e they can * 

Fine in the 

Lord, Jeſus Chriſt and thou ſng zlt 4 + fayed.” God 

efireth not the death of, a Foe he invites you, 

e you to come uno him, he points out 
S by y which you may find accefs thro' faith; 

Chi has not only died for. your. ſins, * now 


Jveths making | interceſſion for you, at the right- 
hand of his Father. Give him then, your whole 


heart: 5 aſt all your care upon hi m ho carech for 


vou: Pray to him to give you faith: . cry. to him 
for merey; remember that Chriſt came; nor to: (call 


the righteous, but ſingers to repentance,, that “ his 


blood e an . waſh. the fouleſt clean,” [that the | 
of God is ſufficient for you, that His ſtrength is 
perfected in your weakneſs. Look up, be of good 
cheer, perhaps this night your fins ma iven 
you. God himſelf ee to. Sa 2 — 
the angels of heaven ſhall rejoice in your converſion, 
and you ſhall find Joy, bas ang relt to yopr 
ſouls.“ - ns Mig on. hoy 

- When called to viſit thoſs wictavelived'i in the 
fear and love of God, our preachers endeavour to 
bring to their recolledtion the graeious promiſes of 
the Goſpel, and the happy end which awaits the 
righteous; they 8 to impieſs upon their 


minds 1 rs - Seriptare in particular, 
E 3 where 
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where the Deity is "repreſented as delighting in 
"mercy, rather than i Judgment, as Chaſtening eve 
ſon whom he loveth, as afflicting us only to bri 
us nearer to himſelf ; to prove our faith, to try 15 
patience, and at lat to crown us with a brighter 
diadem. They tenderly exhort them **to hold faſt 
the beginning of their confidence unto the end,” to 
count the ſufferings ' of this life as gain, to lock 
forwards to that bleſfſed inheritance which is 
reſerved for the ſaints on high, where ſorrow, 
n, and ſiekneſs ſhall flee away, where thoſe that 
| Lo e ſown in tears, ſhall reap in joy, and where they 
'ſhalf be as the angels of heaven, ſinging praifes to 
God and the 1 to the endleſs ages of eternity. 
Seevetal wh th e the ina ances I myſelf have witneſſed 
lf the happ f'theſe viſits. Many a trou- 
'bled foal h = on! fest, many a weeping heart has 
leaped for joy ele of Death has been with- 
Alen; the Slave h as HY its victory Even now, 
while f am writing this, there are fome whom I 
could mentiorr, {Hans God and triumphing in 
hope, whoſe ferbſe tongues can ſcarcely articulate 
their Redeenef's bein. whoſe abode: here will be 
| Nv? thort ; robably in a few days their wornout 
bodies ill Be *eonfigned to the dark and dreary 
chambers of the brave, and their enraptured ſouls, 
wing their fue: the regions of bliſs and glory.” 
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Of the Tiflſence of Mzrhopisu, on Humane 
COPE I, Happfneſs and Conduct. 


ee FRONT 

* tha term Methadiſm, I would not be under- 

ſtood. to ſignify a tyſtem of opinions confined” 
altogether to. «particular ſect of Chriſtians. Phere 
are no doubt in the Chureh, and in every religious 
ſociety, men ho are arna ments to their profeſſion, 
whoſe; life and eonduct are in exact conformity to 
the doctrines they: preach, and whoſe higheſt am- 
bition it a5, 0 os © uſeful to their tele 
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lotr- creatures. When therefore I ſpeak of Metho- 


diſm, I uſe the word not from prepoſſeſſion or from 


choice, but becauſe it has been applied by way of 


diſtinction to that claſs of people, with whom 


have lately entered into, connection. So that in 


conſidering the preſent part of my ſubject, I muſt 
be ſuppoſed to refer equally to all thoſe Chriſtians 


wherever they are, who hold opinions ſimilar to 


thoſe of the Methodiſts, and whoſe lite and con- 
verſation are correſponding thereunto. bs 
Opfinions, ox principles of belief, are only valu- 


ahle ſo far as they influence our ha pineis, and re- 


gulate our conduct. To be a Chriſtian by name or 
profeſſion is a very eaſy thing; bur to be acquainted 


experimentally with the grand truths of Chriſtianity, 


is not always ſo readily attainable. We cannot 
ſerve two maſters ; we cannot be the fervants of the 
world and the children of God at the ſame time,; 


and as long as we halt between two opinions, we 


ought not to be diſappointed if we find happineſs in 
tieither., © n eee 

My friend will pardon me, if I call to his re- 
collection a ſentiment he has more than once ex- 
preſſed in my hearing, viz. That there was no- 
thing in this world worth living for, that human 
exiſtence was a complicated ſeries of calamity and 
diſtrefs, and that even its higheſt enjoyments never 


Fafled to leave a ſting behind.” From whence, 


give me leave to enquire, do theſe gloomy ideas 
originate ? Are they founded in reality ? Does the 
experience of others confirm them ? Do” they not 
Tather ariſe from ſome miſapprehenfion and miſcon- 
duct of your own, which have fed you to ſeek for 
happineſs where it is not to be found? To go in 
queſt of pleaſures, which from the very nature of 


things, are fure to end in difappointment and re- 


morſe? In thort, a man without religion, is like a. 
ſhip without a pilot. He is caſt to and fro, toſt 


upon the waves of unc*rtainty, agitated by contend- 


ing paſſions, and if he experience now an& then a 
I temporary 


* 


* 
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temporary calm, it only frogs, to render the ſug-. 
Seeding th ſtorm ſo pl 77 terrible. Per 
| Religion, mental Religion, 
gods very, 4 770% —. 5 It, ſugetens the 
itter eup; it pours balm pe the. Jeding heart.; 
it fmooths the rügged paths of life; zin Qion it 
inſpi. res hope, patience in adverſity, and donſolation 
in every time of trouble. It har us, to the 
loſs of fortune, of fame, of friends. Fe 'bles us 
to forgive our enemies, to pray for our perſecutors, 
and to ove. thoſe. who deſpirefull yſe us. Ii xen- 
ders us content with our fithaty in life wh tqver 
It be; it effectually ſecures fo us. the approbation of 
.our own conſcience, and in ſhort affords us ſuch 
peace and ſerenity of mind, as the world can neither 
give nor take away: . 

And this is not mere theory. Experience has 
abundantly proved it ; my, own recent obſervation 
Bath confirmed ĩt; and if we reaſon upon the ſub- 
ject, we ſhall find it eannot be otherwiſe, 

Tune true believer is prepared to encounter eve 
difficulty. Oppoſition only ſerves to redouble his 
zeal, and every. trial he meets with in his chriſtian 
race, he regards as a means afforded him of exer- 
eiſing the virtues of patienee, forbearance, and te- 
Fignation to the will of God, and of proving his 
unſhaken fidelity to his Lord and Maſter. He looks 

upon the Chriſlian life as a tate of warfare, and 
he ſees himſelf encompaſſed by enemies from with- 
out, and from within; and if he experience the 
Hatred, the ridicule, or contempt of the world, it 
is no more than he expected; it is what he was ſuf- 
ficiently fore-warned of. If the world hate you, 

ith our Saviour, ye know that it hated me before 
it hated yuu. If ye were of the world, the world 
would love his own :. But becauſe ye are not of 

e world, but I have choſen you out of the 
world, therefore the world hateth you. Remem- 

ber the word that I ſaid unto you, that the ſervant 
K not g eater en his Lord, if they have perſecuted 
me, 
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me, they will alſo perſeeute you; if they have kept 
my ſaying, they will keep yours alſo. But all theſe 
things will they do unto you for my name's 
ſake, becauſe they know not him that ſent me,“ 
John xv. 18, 29. In the ſame chapter we read, 
4% In the world ye ſhall have tribulation, but be of 
g60d-cheer; I have overcome the world.“ 

The ſineere Chriſtian therefore is content to fuf- 
fer, as well as to do the will of God. He is 
content to deny himſelf, to take up his croſs and 
follow his Maſter. He reckons the ſufferings of 
this preſent time, not worthy to be compared with 
the glory which ſhall be revealed hereafter; afflie- 
tions he eſteems as bleſſings in diſguiſe, and though 
troubled on every fide, yet he is not diſtreſſed; 
though perplexed, yet not in deſpair; perſecuted, 
but not bbraaken - caſt down; yet not deſtroyed, “ 
Cor. iv. 8, 9. As ſortowful, yet always rej6ie2 
ing, as poor, yet making many rich; as having 
nothing, and yet poſſeſſing all things, 2 Cor. vi 

10. TE lern 21 LV} 40 2 10 
But again, not only the poor and the afflicted, 


dut) the rich and proſperous are benefited by ehrifa 


tian experience. The Seriptures repreſents riches 
as' great bbſtacle to the kingdom of God, and the 
reaſon appears to be, that they are apt to create in 
us too ſtrong an attachment to the things of time 

nd ſenſe, andlon this account render us leſs anxs 


ious about our ſpiritual and eternal welfare. Riches 


are either a bleſſing or a-curſe, according to the uſe 
made of them. They afford us means: of doing 
good in a variety of ways, and for this purpoſe 124 


ſeem to have been given us; and when ſo employ 


they tedound to the glory of God, and the good of 
our on ſouls. Now a good Methodiſt cannot be 
an uncharitable man. He experiences in bis own 
mind, that it is truly more bleſſed to give than to 
receive, that. he that giveth to the poor lendeth 
to the Lord,” and that it ſhall be paid him again, 
if not in this world, in that which is to come. The 


” loy & 
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love of God abiding in him, conſtrains him to Iove 
all mankind ; and he endeavours as far as he can, 
to tread in i ſteps of his Maſter, going about ſeek- 
ing to do good. In his proſperity he forgets not 
that God from whom he hath derived every thing 
he poſſeſſes; he ſets a juſt value upon every tem- 
en bleſſing, eats the bread of thankfulnefs, and 
udies to glorify his Maker in every thought, word, 
and action. He finds that the yoke of Chriſt is 
eaſy, and his burden light; the ſervice he is engaged 
in is perfect freedom, and that where the Spirit of 
the Lord is, there is liberty. 
le loſes all reliſh for the pleaſures of fin and va- 
nity ; his views are too lofty, his deſires, too ele- 
vated, to reſt ſatisfied wich any thing ſhort of the 
Divine'preſence and his happieſt hours are ſpent 
in his on cloſet, in the company and converſation 
of his religious friends, and in acts of piety to God, 
and benevolence; to his fellow- ereatures. In youth 
ean Jook forward with pleaſing Ex peßtafen i 
old age he looks back with ſatisfaction. 
In ſhort. the man who has once receiyed aff arance 
of the forgiveneſs of his fins, | and views his God 
as a reconciled father in Chriſt Jeſus, regards every 
event that befals him as the immediaje appointment 
of the Divine Being, and holds faſt that, bleſſed 
proſpect of immortality,, which the - = affords to 
every true believer; ſuch a one, ay, muſt be 
happy; and whatſoever temptations he may be ex- 
poſed to, whatſoever eroſſes he may meet with, he 
Will:ſtill be enabled by Divine grace to come off 
more than eee through him that hath loved 


The principles of Methodiſm have been groſeiy 
. We have been charged with pride 
| and uncharitableneſs ; and becauſs we do not partake 
in the common amuſements of life, and enter into 
HEY bf gajety and nag vel are oppoſed,» to 
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be inimical to friendly and cheerful intercourſe. 
But let me aſk, In what does our pride conſiſt ? 
Do we ſhew it in our perſons, in our dreſs, in our 
converſation, in our dealings with mankind? Are 
we ambitious of fame, or of the good opinion and 
applauſe of the world ? Do we boaſt of our own 
ſtrength, of our own abilities and acquirements ? 
Do we diſdain to viſit the afflicted? Do we look 
with contempt upon thoſe who difter from us in 
principles? Do we not rather debaſe and humble 
ourſelves in our own eyes, denying ourſelves the 
merit of every thing that we do acceptable in the 
fight of God? And if we glory, we glory in the Name 

and Power of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt. Can we be 
faid to be uncharitable, when we employ a conſi- 
d-rable portion of our vacant time in offices of 
humanity and kindneſs to our fellow-creatures, in 
endeavouring to inftrudt the ignorant, and to re- 


claim the wicked? When we can ſympathize 


freely with a brother or fiſter in diſtreſs, and rejoice 
fincerely in the converſion of every penitent ſoul ? 


It is our conſtant prayer that ALL may come to the - 


knowledge of the truth, and be ſaved; and it is 
no breach of charity to ſay, that there is but one 
Road to Heaven, one Name only by which. we can 
be faved ; and that if any one reje& the plan of re- 
demption laid down in the Goſpel, or in the words 
of St. John, „ entereth not by the door into the 
ſheepfold, but climbeth up ſome other way, the 
ſame is a thief and a robber. I am the door, (faith 
our Lord,) by me if any man enter-in he ſhall be 
ſaved, and ſhall go in and out, and ſhall find paſ- 
ture,” John x. . * HI HY : 2 
As therefore we are aſſured from Scripture, that 
we can never merit heaven by our works, and as 
there is but one way of ſal vation, ſo far is the 
preaching of this doctrine from being uncharitable, 
that it appears to me the greateſt act of kindneſs, 
the higheit office of humanity, to promulgate it by 


| every means in our power; and this we muſt do if 


we 
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we have any real regard to the eternal and ſpiritual 
concerns of mankind. For what doth it profit a 
man, if he gain the whole world and loſe his own 
— ? or what mall a e in eee for is 
? * | IS 

And why ſhould we be Seemed: unſociable or 
averſe to friendly:intercourſe? Is it becauſe we can 
employ ourſelves agreeably without the aid of cards, 
daneing, plays, and other amuſements of a ſimilar 
nature ? Becauſe. we deal not in unmeaning com- 
pliments, and our diſcourſe is not embelliſhed with 
ſtrokes of ſatire, or lively ſallies of wit and hu- 
mour? We enjoy the pleaſures of religious con- 
verſation too much to ſtand in need of any of theſe 
entertainments. We delight to tell and to hear of 
the goodneſs of our heavenly Father; and our fel- 
lowſhip with: God is often ſtrengthened by: the free 
and unreſtrained manner in which we communicate 
our ſentiments. x} 

But further. The influence of. Methodiſm is 
chiefly obſervable among the lower orders of -ſoci- 
ety. It is to the poor, to the ignorant, to the fim- 
ple, that the preaching of the ace is render- 
ed more particularly uſeful. 

Many are the inftances in which men of the moſt 
abandoned characters have been reclaimed ; drunk- 
.ards have become ſober ; ſabbath-breakers have been 
brought to eſteem it their higheſt privilege and 
greateſt delight to keep that day holy; and ſwearers 
have ceaſed to take the name of the Lord in vain, 
Diſcontent, idleneſs, and profligacy of every kind, 
have been baniſhed ; and men have learnt to be ſa- 
tisfied with what God and the labour of their own 
hands have provided for them, and to be diligent in 
their reſpective callings, and active in the diſcharge 
of the relative and ſocial duties of life. The 
poor (our Saviour tells us) have the goſpel preached 
vnto them; and St. James ſays, Has not God 
choſen the poor of this un * in faith, and 
Bm of the kingdom 2 | 3 
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In humble and obſcure ſtations, men having lefs. 
to attach them to this world, have more ample op- 
portunities of living near to God, and of growing 
in grace; and in this way, diſtreſs: and affliction 
ſometimes operate by conſtraining us to apply to 
God for ſuccour and for conſolation, when we find 
that vain is the help of man, and-there is nothing 
on earth which can give us that aſſiſtance our ſouls: 


ſtand in need of. It is in the hour of ſickneſs, and 
upon the bed of death, when the cheering inffuence 


of true Religion ſhines upon the heart in its full 
luſtre; it is when we are forſaken and rejected by 
men, that God is ever preſent and dear unto us; 
and it is this alone which will enable us like the 
Apoſtles of old, to rejoice in tribulation, knowing 
that tho! 44 many be the afflictions of the righteous, 
the Lord delivereth him out of them all, Pfſal. 
XXXiv. 19. * HIRING? 


PLL DLL LL LL SLIP ILLIDAN INN 
SECT INR 
Of my own ExPERIENCE in Religious Matters. 


I! Come now to treat of the moſt intereſting part 
of my ſubject, I am aware that the account. 


1 am about to give of what I call my own experi- 


ence, Will be viewed by different people in different 
lights. The greater part will look upon me as an 
enthuſiaſt; ſome, who have my intereſt at heart, 
and whom, next to God, I believe it my duty-td; 
reverence and obey, will regard me perhaps with 
an eye of pity, and be ſorry that I ſhould; expoſe 
myſelf, as they think, to the ridicule. of the, world ; 
ſome may be apt to charge me with preſumption, 
whilſt others, who have experienced ſimilar convic- 
tions themſelves, will rejoice and cungratulate me 
on the occaſion, and hail me as a friend and brother 


in Jefus Chriſt, a | 


ln my firſt letter I gave an account of the reaſons. 


* Which induced me to NE the Chriſtian Religion 
| as 


Ss 
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as a Revelation from God. In my fecond Letter 
and the former part of this, I have aſſigned my mo- 
tives for uniting myſelf with the ſociety of Metho- 
diſts. I ſhall now attempt to deſcribe, as conciſely. 
as poſſible, the ſtate-of my mind, and the convic- 
tions I at different times experienced, from the pe- 
riod that 1 began to think ſeriouſly, to the preſent 
moment. And may that God who knows I can- 
not deceive him, and that I have no intention to 
deceive others, aſſiſt me in writing the words of ſe- 
berneſs and truth! And if He vouchſafe to render 
theſe letters inſtrumental in the converſion of a 
ſingle ſoul, I ſhall eſteem my time uſefully em- 
ployed, and my labour well re warde. 
It was about the middle of September, when I 
began to have any very ferious impreſſions. For 
ſome time before, I had often been uneaſy and diſ- 
contented in my mind; I was never comfortable 
when alone; and when I went into company, I 
ſtill found a ſomething wanting to render ſociety 
rfectly agreeable and congenial to my own taſte, 
The general topics of converſation appeared to me 
rather frivolous and uninſtructive. I did not find 
that enjoyment in the amuſements of life, which 
others who partook in them appeared to do, and 
many of them were ſucceeded with diſappointment 
and regret.” I Had more pleaſure frequently in the 
anticipation, than I realized in the poſſeſſion of the 
objects in view. And when I came to reflect deli- 
berately on the manner 1 was ſpending my time, 
and the little ſatisfaQtion which it afforded me, I 
felt a conſciouſneſs of having acted wrong, and 
made reſolutions to reform. Bur making them in 
my own ſtrength, and relying on my own natural 
exertions to accompliſh them, they were to no pur- 
poſe ; and the leaſt temptation coming in the way, 
plunged me afreſh into thoſe very follies, I had a 
little before determined to renounce. Thus it is 
that the light of nature and the efforts of unaſſiſted 
reaſon, are but fechle barriers, when oppoſed to the 
1 ö | in uence © 
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influence of cuſtom, and the power of temptation, 

Finding, however, leſs fnd leſs ſatisfaction in the 
courſe J was purſuing, I mixed leſs frequently with 
the world, avoided irs amuſements, and ſpent the 
greateſt part of my leiſure time in private. Soli- 
tude ſoon becaine no longer irkſome; my books were 
my companions, and my own thoughts my delight. 
found myſelf happier in proportion as I ſecluded 


myſelf from company. I could think of nothing 


with ſatis faction but Religion, and all converſation 
which had not this for its object, appeared to me 
dry and unintereſting. I began to pray earneſtly 
that God would enlighten my underſtanding, that 
he would remove my doubts and fears, and eſtabliſh 
my faith on a ſure and ſolid toundation. Some ſer- 
mons which I heard about this time, together with 
ſeveral converfations which I had upon religious 

ſubjects with different people, ſtimulated me in my 
deſires after truth. I grew more fond of retire- 


ment: Reading, meditation, private prayer, ſo= _ 


cial worſhip, and the company of a reſigious friend; 
conſtituted my higheſt felicity. I was anxious to 


redeem the time I had fo ſhamefuliy ſquandered 


away, and to devote the reſt of my days to the ſer- 
vice of my God, and the good of my fellow: crea- 
tures. The Bible was my peculiar ſtudy, J peruſed 
it with delight and improvement. The more 1 
read, the more clearly I ſaw my own ignorance; 
my own inability to help myſelf, and the finfuineſs 
of my paſt conduct. But I diſcovered likewiſe a 


way open for the remiſſion of fins, and that the 


blood of Jeſus Chriſt cleanſeth from all unrightcouſ- 
neſs, I ſaw the neceſſity of becoming a new crea- 
ture in Chriſt ; that without faith I could not pleaſe 
Cod; and that without Divine Grace I could not 
perform the Divine Will. I was ſenſihle of my 
want of faith: The fear of man, and the power 
of fin, tho' ſomewhat diminiſhed, ſtill reigned un- 
ſubdued in my heart: and tho' I felt no reliſh for 
the pleaſures 1 had 3 indulged myſeif = I 
2 l 
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did not yet experience that inward peace and joy 
which the Seripture aſſures us is the privilege of 
the righteous. I continued to go to church on a 
Sunday, when opportunity occurred, and to the 
Methodiſt chapel as often as 1 could. I was much 
aſſiſted by the prayers of my friends as well as my 
own; and amongſt other books which I read, I 
think it my duty to mention one in particular, 
which was remarkably profitable to me; and that 
was Mr. Fletcher's Appeal to Matter of Fact and 
Common Senſe. * 
My mind now became uncommonly active; ideas 
erowded in upon me fo faſt, and in ſuch ſucceſſion, 
as almoſt to baniſh ſleep; I could not bear to ſit 
Jong at table during meals. I lived very temperate- 
ly, and notwithſtanding the preſent agitated ftate of 
my ſpirits, I went thro'- my; buſineſs with ,caſe and 
alacrity. I cannot ſay that I had as yet any diſtin 
aſſurance of the forgiveneſs of my ſins and accept- 
ance with God; but I felt an indeſeribabte convie- 
non in my mind that he would pardon me, and re- 
ecive me into his favour, and adopt me as his child, 
before he took me hence. This conviction was an 
unſpeakable fource of comfort and happineſs to me, 
I prayed more fervently than ever, and my thoughts 
were al moſt continually directed to heaven and hea- 
venly things. But the time now approached when 
my hopes were more than realized, my expectations 
more than anſwered. - Mr. Gibbons, one of our 
- Preachers, calling at a houſe where J was viſiting, 
after ſome converſation had paſſed, went as uſual to 
prayer. My mind was affected in a remarkable 
manner durirg the whole time I was upon my 
knees. I felt what I. eannot expreſs; I was over- 
powered, I fcarce knew with what; I was agitated 
with alternate motions of fear and hope, of forrow 
and of joy. When the prayer was concluded, I 
wept bitterly; I ſhed tears; but they were the 
tears of joy. Gratitude and love abſorbed every 
vther fegling ; I ſaw as it were, the fins 5 my 
NS; * whole 
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whole life, ſet in array before me, and at the very 
ſame inſtant all blotted out in the blood of the. 
Lamb. I ſaw myſelf freely juſtified : I was en- 
abled to look up to God as a reconciled Father; 
and I felt the Spirit itſelf bearing witneſs with my 
ſpirit that I was a child of God, Rom. viii, 16, 
« Praiſe the Lord, O my ſoul, and all that is within 
me praiſe his holy Name,” was the conſtant lan- 
guage of my heart, I was indeed born again; old 


things were paſſed away, all things were become 


new. Every doubt and every fear vaniſhed, my 
faith was ſtrong, and I experienced ſuch a lively 
hope of the glory which is to come, that I was 
equally reſigned to die as to live, I viewed my ſelf 
in the light of a priſoner ſet at large; my chains 
were broken; my ſoul free; I breathed a new at- 
moſphere ; my mind acquired new vigour, and my 
whole body was full of light. I had before lived to 
myſelf alone; I now felt alive to God; I had for- 
merly truſted in my own ſtrength, I now relied on 
the merits of my Saviour. My paſt life had been a 
ſcene of contending paſſions, a ſucceſſion of va- 
nity, folly, and difquietude ; my greateſt enjoyment 
now conſiſted in cloſe. communion. with God, and 

in ſentiments of adoration and praiſe for the mani- 
feſtation of his pardoning mercy. I experienced 


e that perfect love which caſteth out fear; I found 


indecd that Wiſdom's ways are ways of pleaſant- 
neſs, and all her paths peace;“ that the ſervice of 
God is freedom, and that where the ſpirit of the 


Lord is, there is liberty. | 


I could fleep but little; gratitude and ejaculations 
of prayer and ping kept me waking a long 
time after I went to bed ; there was one night in 
particular in wich I think I never cloſed my eyes 
to ſleep, but continued ſinging praiſes and lifting up 
my heart to God till I _ in the morning. The 
gracious promiſes of the Goſpel were impreſſed 
powerfully on my mind. I did truly find, that 
having firſt ſought the kingdom of God and his 

F 3 righteouſnefs, 
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righteouſneſs, all other things were added unto me. 
1 bad not a with refpecting myſelf ungratified. 
Time appeared too ſhort ; and yet the proſpe& of 
Eternity was glorious to confemplate. - Death had 
loſt its ſting; the boaſting grave its victory. I 
realized a paradiſe on earth. 1 imagined I ſaw a 
ſpirit of Religion diffuſing itſelf around me on every 
fide ; almoſt every houſe-ſeemed to be a houſe of 
prayer; and I thought that by a few words I could 
bring every body to embrace the ſame faith as my- 
ſelf. F wifhed for others to be partakers of that 
- happineſs F experienced, and that we might all 
. unite with one voice and one heart, to praiſe the 
Lord for his poodneſs, and be as one fold under 
one ſhepherd. FU REM OEPE , . MILL <S 
I faw now the Providenee of God exemplified 
in every paſt event and circumſtance of my life. 
Proofs of his wiſdom, his power, and goodneſs, 
were manifeſted - in thoſe very occurrences which 
had formerly given me pain; and which I then re- 
. garded as ſerious evils, Law that thoſe whom I 
had looked upon as enemies, ought rather to be eſ- 
teemed amongſt my real friends; for the uneaſineſs 
they had cauſed me had contributed to bring me to 
a thoughtful ſtate of mind, to an earneſt waiting 
upon Gad, and to ſeek for happineſs where alone 
it was to be found. Often did I repeat with delight 
theſe words of:the poet. ate | | 


"yy No I'll fing of Jeſu's merit! 
pßprinkled by Redeeming Blood; 
And my weary troubled, ſpirit, _ 
No finds reſt in thee, my God. 
I am fafe and I am happy _ | 
„ When in thy dear arms J lie, 
0 Sin and ſatan cannot barm me | 
i» While, my Saviour is fo nigh. 

11141: NowFllfing of Jeſu's merit! 
Iueell che world-of his dear Name 3 
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And if any aſk his Spirit, 
He is ſtill the very fame. - 
He that aſketh ſoon receiveth ; 595 5 
He that ſecketh ſoon ſhall finds _ 
Come, for whoſoe'er believeth, | 
He will never caſt behind. 


A ſermon which. I one day heard Mr. Pritchard 


preach on the ſubject of Charity, affected me very 
2 105 I was convinced that though I loved 


od, 1 had not loved my neighbour as 1 onght; 
that-I had not done altogether to others what' I 
ſhould wiſh others to do unto me. And I confi- 
dered that the beſt proof I could afford of my love 


to God, was the exereiſe of univerſal love and 


good-will towards all men. As God therefore had 


forgiven me my ſins, I was conſtrained to forgive 


all who I thought had offended or injured me. I 
was dead to every impreſſion of anger or reſentment, 
I regarded all mankind as my equals. I ſympa- 
thized with the afflicted ; viſited, relieved, and 


comforted, to the beſt of my ability, the fick and 


the needy ; I found it more profitable to go to the 


| houſe of. mourning than to the houſe of teaſting ; 


J wept with thoſe that wept, and rejoiced with thoſe 


that did rejoice. I experienced now the value of 


health and other temporal bleſſings, and the poſ- 
feſſion of theſe excited in me freſh ſentiments of 
gratitude, and demanded:conſtant returns of thank-- 
fulnefs and praiſe. ;;-;.-; -;-.-{, - | | 

My heart was devoted to God; my thoughts cen- 
tered in him. I feared neither the cenſures, nor 
courted the applauſe of the world. I endeavoured* 
to have in view the glory of God in all my words: 


and actions. T could ſay with the Pfalmiſt, „ The 


Lord is my light and my ſalvatiom; whom ſhall I 
fear? The Lord is the ſtrength of my life; of 
whom ſhall I be atraid? As the hart panteth after 
the water brooks, fo panteth my ſoul after thee, O 


God. Whom have I in heayen but thee, and there 
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is none upon earth I deſire in compariſon of thee. 
A day in thy courts is better than a thouſand ; I had 
rather be a door-keeper in the houſe of my God, 
than to dwell in the tents of wickedneſs ; for the 
Lord is my Sun and my Shield; the ſtrength of my 
heart and my portion for ever.” | 

Mr. Charles Weſley, in one of his hymns, re- 
Preſents ſo well the ſtate of the foul when newly 
converted to God, and his deſcription accords ſo 
exactly with my own feelings at the time, that 1 
ſhall make no apology for inſerting it here. 


N How happy are they 
Who the Saviour obey, 
And have laid up their treaſure above? 
Doongue cannot expreſs 
"Ih The ſweet comfort and peace 


Of a ſoul in its earlieſt love. 


That comfort was mine, 
When the favour divine | 
I I firſt found in the blood of the Lamb; 
: When my heart it believ'd, 
What a joy I receiv'd, 
What a Heaven in Jeſus's name !: 


_-*Twas a Heaven below 2 AR> 
Muy Saviour to know; 
Tze angels could do nothing more Y 
Phan fall at his feet, | 

And the ſtory repeat, 
And the lover' of finners adore; 


+... Jefus, all the day long 
Was my joy and my ſong :: 
O © that all his ſalvation might ſee ! 
He hath lov'd me, I cried;. ' 
He hath ſuffer'd' and died, 
To redeem ſuch. a rebel as me. 
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Orr the wings of his love 
I 'was carried above 
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All ſin, and temptation, and pain: 

I could not believe 5 
That I ever ſhould grieve, 
That I ever ſhould ſuffer again. 


Ohl the rapturous height | 
Of that holy delight © OT We 
Which I felt in his life- giving blood! * 
Of my Saviour poſſeſt 
I was perfectly bleſt, 
As if fill'd with the fulneſs of God. 


It is not to be wondered at that my preſent con- 
duct ſhould appear ſo ſtrange. in the eye of the 
world, as to lead many to ſuppoſe I had loft my 
reaſon and was befide myſelf. - 1 found nevertheleſs, 
that J was equally capable of attending to buſineſs, 
and diſcharging the neceſſary duties of my calling, 
with credit to myſelf and ſatisfaction to others. 
But I am inclined to believe, that had this rapturous 
ſtate of mind continued much longer, it would have 
been more than my ſtrepgth could have ſupported; 
and it pleaſed God that J ſoon became more calm 
and compoſed, and I enjoyed a ſolid peace, which. 
tho' leſs ecſtatic, was infinitely ſuperior to all the 
pleaſures this world could afford, and which I' would 
not have exchanged for the wealth ef the Indies. 
This peace I ſtill-retain ; I praiſe God night and 
day; it is my meat and drink to do his will. 1 
know that it is God that worketh in me both to will 
and to do of his good pleaſure; to him therefore I 
aſcribe all the glory of every action pleaſing and 
acceptable in his ſight; „“I praiſe him for all that 
is paſt, and I truſt him for all that's to eome.“ 

J ſtil however feel the neceſſity of a watchful 
and praying ſpirit. I feel that though the power of 
fin be ſubdued, yet, the liability to commit it ſtill 
remains, and that when temptations aſſaĩl and eroſſes 
intervene, my temper is apt to be ruffled, emotions 
of an unpleaſant kind ariſe in my breaſt, which tend 
to humble me in the duſt, and caufe me to apply 
earneſtly - 


— 
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70 RrAsoxs for MtTRaRODISM. 
earneſtly to the throne of grace, that God would 
renew my ſtrength and eſtabliſh my goings. 
I am thankful that God hath given me a tender 
- conſcience, and that the leaſt omiſſion of any known 
duty, as well as the commiſſion of any actual ſin, 
fills me with remorſe and godly ſorrow. This 
teaches me that my dependant ſtate, is an excellent 
preſervative againſt preſumption and ſpiritual pride, 
and drives me continually to that fountain which 
is ever open to the ſincere penitent, „Every mo- 
ment, Lord, I nced the merit of thy death,“ and 
freſh ſupplies of grace. May that God who hath 
zuſtified me freely, ſanQify me wholly, and preſerve 
my whole ſpirit, ſoul, and body blameleſs, unto 
the coming of our Lord Jefus Chriſt! 

I have now ſpoken my mind freely and fully. I 
have diſcharged a duty which I thought incumbent 
upon me to perform, and I leave the event to God. 
I cannot conclude without expreſſing a grateful 
acknowledgement of the many marks of candour 
and liberality I have experienced from my friends. 
I have not only met with leſs oppoſition than 1 
expected, but I have been treated in many reſpects 
with a degree of tenderneſs and aſſection, which I 
fear is not very commonly diſplayed on like oeœca- 
fions. God knows, that the only circumſtance 
which has afforded me any uncaſineſs, is, that my 
conduct ſhould not altogether be approved of by 
thoſe perſons, whom it is no leſs my intereſt and 
inclination, than my duty to pleaſe and obey. But 
if, „when a man's ways pleaſe the Lord, he can 
make even his enemies be at peace with him,“ how 

much more may we expect that he will eſtabliſh 
union, harmony, and love, amongſt thoſe who are 
related to each other by the ties of nature, and a 
long habit of ſocial intercourſe, - 1 
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I am your ſincere friend, 
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Publiſhed by the late Rev. Mr. WesLey, 

And ſold at the New Chapel, City-Rad, London. 
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. PHE Life of Mr. THOMAS WALSH, of 
Bally-Linn, in Ireland ; compoſed chiefly 


from his own papers, by Mr. JAMES MORGAN, 


Mr. Walsn was educated in the principles of the 

Church of Rome, but being convinced of the er- 

rors and pernicious Dottrines of that Church, he 
embraced the Proteſtant Religion, Soon after he 

was inſtructed more perfectly in the Truth as it is 

in Jeſus, and became an Itinerant Preacher in the 
Methodiſt Connection. This Narrative contains a 
particular account of his remarkable Convictions 

and Converſion; his deep experience, inward ſuf- 
ferings, perſecutions, afflictions, and temptations : 

his almoſt unexampled zeal for the converſion of 
finners, and indefatigable labours in the miniſtry, 
both in England and Ireland. Bound 18. 6d. 
ſewed 18. , 


2. The Life of ths pious and venerable Mr. 
JOHN FLETCHER, Vicar of Madeley, Author 
of the Checks againſt Antinomianiſm, and many 
other valuable pieces of polemical and practical 
Divinity, For the. Character of Mr. FreTCautr . 
ſee the Arminian Magazine for the year 1793. 
Price bound 2s. 6d. ſewed 2s, 3 had 

3. The Life of Mr. THOMAS HALIBUR- 
TON, Profeſſor of Divinity in the Univerſity of 
St. Andrews, Scotland. In this Narrative is de- 
ſcribed the Work of God in the Soul of Man, in 
a Way ſo clear and inſtructing, as is rarely to be met 
with either in ancient or modern Writings, . Mr, 
Haliburton went through deep convictions and dif- 
treſſing temptations, for ſeveral years; he was 
particularly exerciſed with perplexing doubts con- 
cerning the Being of Gop, and the Veracuy of the 
Holy Scriptures ; and was happily and powerfully 

| | | delivered 
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gelivered from! all his fears and anxieties, IIis la. 
bours in the Miniſtry were ſucceſsful, and he 
finiſhed his cqurie wth ny e O7\ in the Lord, 
price 6d, | 


4. The Liſe of M. De RENTY, a French No- 
bleman, of exemplary piety and devotednels to 
God. Some years before his death he could teſtify 
e carry about with me ordinarily, an experimen- 


Wh. tal verity, and a plenitude of the preſence of the 
0 Holy Trinity; and this in ſo lively a manner, that 
WL || my e eee me no diſturbance 
I at all.” Price 6d. e 1 5.2 
# il 5. An Account of Gop's Dealings with Mr. 
I JOHN HAIME. He was brought to the know- 
1 ledge of the Truth when a ſoldier in the Queen's 
117% Regiment of Dragoons, and preached the Goſpel to 

Wi. the Britiſh Army in Flanders, in the years 1744 
| Wks and 45, This Narrative includes ſome; account of 
1 the Methodiſt Soldiers who were killed at the bat - 
TREE tle of Fontenoy. 44d. nk 
by 2 6. The Journal and Obrien b of Mrs. 
1 HARPER, Na Redruth in Cornwall, 
1 Price 4d. 

1 „ The Life. of Mr JohN JANEWAY, kel. 

1 How of King's College, Cambridge. 4d. 

1 1 Fo ſhort, Account. of the, happy, Death of Mrs, 

1158 HAN ** r . Mr. Charles 
N 8 5 | | 
„ 9. An Account of Miſs GILBERT, 6d, 

[0 o | ; 

| | 4 , . 7 - * 
| 1 | . 

, | 5 Sos + 
[4 

* 


